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Thank You! 
Hello from beautiful New 
Zealand! I wanted to start this 
latest prayer letter with a word 
of thanks to all of our 
supporting churches during this 
time. It’s no secret that people 
all across the USA and Canada, 
as well as much of the world, 
are struggling financially during 
this time. Despite this, we 
haven’t seen our monthly 
support drop at all, and have 
even had a couple of churches 
increase their giving. This is truly a testimony of the grace of God working 
within our churches during this time, and we want to say a heart-felt ‘thank you’ 
to all of who who have continued to support missionaries like our family. I can’t 
speak for anyone else, but we are feeling abundantly humbled and blessed!

COVID-19 and Ministry 

I would assume that everything that has been happening here the past few weeks 
with regards to ministry will sound a lot like what’s been happening in your area 
as well! That said, we have seen some good things come about during these last 
few weeks, despite the inconveniences of the pandemic. 

In our last prayer letter, which was in the middle of March, I mentioned that 
COVID-19 hadn’t yet manifested itself in New Zealand, and life was continuing 
on as normal. About a week after that, I sent out an email talking about how that 
had changed in a big way. Just a day or two after that letter, our case numbers 
mushroomed, and the New Zealand government made the decision to act 
quickly and decisively, based on the struggles they had witnessed in other 
countries. On March 25, at 11:59 PM, New Zealand entered into a full lockdown. 
This meant we could only leave our home for exercise in our local area, or to visit 
the grocery store. We were not permitted to leave our “bubble” and socialize with 
others, and we certainly were not permitted to have church services. So, we 
moved everything online, added a couple of extra times to be together online, 
and settled in to ride out the lockdown.

33 days later, with cases having dwindled significantly, we moved from a complete 
lockdown to a partial lockdown. At this point, restaurants with delivery and drive 
thru services were allowed to open, with retail and churches remaining closed.
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Family News 

Our family continues to be 
doing well and staying healthy. 
The concept of always staying 
home has been a little different 
for the girls, but they’ve 
patiently waited for local 
playgrounds to reopen once 
all of the “sick people get 
better.” They’ve also enjoyed 
their weekly Sunday School 
that they get to watch online. 

We are also happy to 
announce that we are 
expecting again! Juliana 
confirmed she was pregnant a 
couple of months back, and 
recently had an ultrasound 
showing that everything is 
progressing normally. We 
appreciate your prayer for a 
safe pregnancy!

HUTCHENS FAMILY 
Serving in Christchurch, New Zealand 

A familiar sight for us all - 
church online!We’re excited to announce 

we are expecting again! 
Due October 31!
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This past Monday, May 11, it was announced that we would be moving out of the 
partial lockdown, provided that places of business such as restaurants and retail 
spaces would follow strict social distancing guidelines. Unfortunately, the Prime 
Minister also announced that gatherings of 10 or more, including weddings, 
funerals, and church services were still restricted. This was more than a little 
disappointing, as we had expected to potentially be back in church this coming 
Sunday. I’ve had some chats with other Kiwi pastors, and I took the time to write 
our Prime Minister to respectfully voice our disagreement and ask for re-
consideration over the issue. We’re continuing to pray for wisdom during this 
time, and will be considering our options for potential gatherings of 10 or less in 
some of our church homes, which was something we wouldn’t have been able to 
do on the previous lockdown. Above all, we’re trusting that the Lord is working 
behind the scenes for His glory!

Speaking of which, I have a couple of great stories to share in closing from our 
period in lockdown.

The first actually comes from the days just before the lockdown. We have one 
Chinese couple in particular that has been attending since the very early days of 
our Chinese ministry - Tiger and Fiona. They’ve always been very cordial, always 
willing to listen and chat, but not yet willing to trust Christ. Just a couple of days 
before the lockdown, Fiona reached out to Warren, the gentleman who helps me 
with our Chinese ministry, wanting to know about baptism. Warren set up a 
lunch with her and Tiger to discuss how baptism is a step of obedience only 
meant for those who have trusted Christ, and re-presented the Gospel to them 
both. Praise the Lord that Fiona finally made the decision to trust Christ that 
day. Tiger still remains somewhat skeptical, but was very respectful of Fiona’s 
decision. Fiona indicated that the COVID-19 scare had gotten her concerned 
about eternity. We are so thankful, and are continuing to pray for Tiger. Soon 
after we begin meeting again, we’ll be able to baptize Fiona!

The second story comes from just last week, and is also related to our Chinese 
ministry. After the transition from full lockdown to partial, I had the idea that it 
would be fun to deliver some KFC to our church folks after Friday night Bible 
study had aired online. During normal times, we would have our Bible study and 
then enjoy a meal together - usually fish ’n chips or KFC. Since we hadn’t been 
able to do so for so long, I thought it would be fun to treat the church family. I 
rang up Warren to discuss the details of getting food to the ones watching the 
Chinese Bible study, and we came up with the idea of doing theirs the following 
week and making it something of an outreach. We invited a long time missionary 
to China to log on with us and teach the Bible study in Chinese, and then asked 
our Chinese attenders to reach out to their friends and invite them to the online 
study. We promised everyone who watched would have KFC delivered for their 
dinner. We usually have 15-20 Chinese on an average Friday night, but had nearly 
60 people log in to listen to the Bible study. It was a busy night, as Warren and 
myself buzzed around Christchurch to deliver all of the chicken, but so well 
worth it. Afterwards, many Chinese who have never once attended were 
messaging in, asking for information about future Bible studies and wanting to 
know more about Christianity. What a huge blessing! We can’t wait to see what 
happens in the coming days as a result of this outreach!

Thank you for your continued prayers!
Sam, Juliana, Emma, & Alexa Hutchens
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Warren with Fiona and Tiger after 
Fiona trusted Christ! 

Praises 

• Praise the Lord for the salvation 
of Fiona, one of our wonderful 
Chinese ladies. 

• Praise the Lord for online 
technology! I’m so glad we can 
still have preaching and singing 
through the internet! 

• Praise the Lord for a fantastic 
Chinese “outreach” through the 
online Bible study. 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for the follow up from the 
Chinese outreach last week. 

• Pray for the continued delay to 
the potential purchase of our 
church building. The lockdown 
pushed our timeline back 
significantly, so we’re still 
praying and waiting! 

• Pray for wisdom to know how 
to handle COVID-19 obstacles 
with regards to our church 
services. And please know 
we’re praying for you in this 
regard as well! 
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