
Our deepest gratitude is extended to all who 
prayed for our journey back to Canada.  
Praise God we arrived safely in Vancouver on 
June 18, 2021.  Our journey from the time we 
left Sagada to the time we arrived at 
Vancouver International Airport spanned 
about five full days.  This is due to the fact 
that we were faced with some unexpected 
delays with the Philippine Bureau of 
Immigration as well as having to follow the all 
the travel protocols.  The journey itself went 
very well.  The evidence that we were bathed 
in prayer was sensed every step of the way.  
For each of us, all three of our COVID tests 
came back negative.  Our youngest, Alison, 
did well traveling in spite of having to wear a 
face mask the entire nine-hour flight from our 
connection in Japan all the way to our final 
destination.


We want to give special thanks to those who 
sacrificed to help us financially during this 
trip.  With the government-imposed travel 
protocols including multiple testings and 
quarantine requirements, we faced a huge 
extra financial burden.  However, people 
gave out of deep generosity to cover every 
bit of our additional expenses.  Before we 
left the Philippines, a church gave us an 
extra amount of support which covered the 
entire expense of three swab tests each for 
six people!  A church in Vancouver helped by 
shouldering our mandatory hotel quarantine 
costs, putting us in two beautiful rooms.  For 
the duration of the two-week quarantine, a 
family from this same church allowed us to 
stay at their amazing vacation home 
overlooking the ocean!  Many people were 
used by God to meet each of our needs 
during the quarantine time bringing us 
groceries and various other things to make 
our stay more enjoyable.  Another church is 

allowing us to use their church van for as 
long as we need it.  God is taking care of all 
of our needs through His people!


Upon completion of our quarantine we were 
grateful to immediately begin reacquainting 
with our family, friends, and church.   We’ve 
had a great time reconnecting with folks that 
love us and pray for us on a regular basis.  
So much has changed since we left Canada 
over six years ago!  Our family is slowly 
adjusting to life in Canada.  Our youngest 
one, who was born and raised in a third 
world country, is definitely experiencing 
some amazing things!


Praise be to God our first Sunday back (and 
out of quarantine!) the restrictions on 
religious gatherings in BC were lifted!  What 
a blessing to see the same folks still faithfully 
serving the Lord all these years and also to 
see new families that have joined our church 
since we left for the mission field.  It was 
especially a blessing to see our dear Pastor 
Spence again.  His life is truly a shining 
testimony to our family in his faith and walk 
with God through both the good times and 
the deeply painful times of life.  We are 
enjoying the feeding and refreshment from 
the Word of God through his preaching.  Our 
family is involved in our church ministries in 
the areas of outreach and music.  I also have 
the privilege of preaching each Sunday 
evening. 


God has also given us opportunities to be 
involved in some ministries of some of our 
supporting churches in our area.  Our family 
had the opportunity of being involved in a 
VBS in Burnaby, BC.  Matthias was also 
involved in a CLAIM project in Prince 
George, BC.  Micah helped out at a youth 



camp.  Sandra has spoken at a ladies’ 
meeting in Burnaby, BC, and she is about to 
start a regular ladies Bible study group at our 
home church.  This month we also had the 
privilege of taking the youth of our home 
church to attend a youth conference at 
which I was also privileged to preach the 
final service.


At the beginning of September both Shirley 
and Matthias were able to see a new doctor.  
Before we left the Philippines, we were 

praying for a Christian 
doctor would would be 
willing to help us before 
our medical coverage 
started.  God answered 
this prayer the day after we 
were out of quarantine.  A 
dear pastor friend, 
knowing we had a long 
waiting period before we 
could see doctors, 
approached me and asked 
if he could put me in touch 
with his Christian doctor.  
This doctor graciously had 
a lengthy phone 
consultation with us.  
While admitting the cases 
of Matthias and Shirley are 
complex, he promised to 
do his very best to help us 
get the answers we need.  
He told us that he is very 
grateful that we are 
praying for him.  The first 
in-person appointment 
was a blessing as he 
began ordering tests and 
will soon begin referrals to 
specialists. The next few 


months will be focused on trying to get as 
much medical attention as possible for both 
of them.  Another doctor from the same 
clinic is a former medical missionary in 
Angola.  He is knowledgable in dealing with 
tropical diseases and is willing to help in any 
way he can.  We are truly blessed to be 
connected with doctors who are not only 
accomplished in their respective fields but 
also have a walk with the Lord.


Because of an emergency visit to BC 
Children’s Hospital in July, Shirley is also 
being seen in the Complex Care Department 
of the hospital and will soon be seeing a 
respiratory specialist.  The Complex Care 
doctor will be checking her blood for 
inflammation markers.  He also 
acknowledged that Shirley’s condition is 
difficult to diagnose, but is committed as 
well to helping us.  We are praying for the 
salvation of this doctor. 


Meanwhile, the Lord is blessing the ministry 
in Sagada under the leadership of Brother 
Godfrey.  The adjustment during the first few 
weeks of our absence was challenging.  
Praise God, as the weeks have passed, 
people have become more involved, seeing 
more and more that Central Sagada Baptist 
Church is their own church in which they can  
serve God. 


I have weekly meetings with Brother Godfrey 
via video calls.  He is doing a great job 
leading our ministry, and a few weeks ago he 
shared something very exciting with me.  The 
elders of Sagada (their term for the 
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witchdoctors) are angry.  Godfrey is being 
persecuted by his family and community 
because he is leading the church.  Only his 
mother and one of his brothers are 
Christians.  The remainder of his family are 
deeply pagan, with one of his grandmothers 
being in the community of the elders.  He 
told me that the elders are angry but he can 
see that the anger is actually a manifestation 
of their fear.  You see, they have always 
thought that some day we would feel the 
pressure they have put on us all these years, 
and we would leave, causing the church to 
end.  They are seeing now that there is 
something besides the missionaries keeping 
this church alive.  To see one of their own 
totally converted from pagan ways to the 
Almighty God causes them to fear they will 
lose their control of the community.  


Martina, the young lady who leads our junior 
church and Sunday school ministry, is also 
doing a great job.  She faces persecution 
very much like Brother Godfrey, yet because 
of her faithfulness, we have reports of new 
visitors consistently.  During the time of our 
absence seven children have accepted 
Christ as Savior.  Martina has been gloriously 
set free from the torment of the devil and is 
deeply passionate about helping others to 
come to freedom through the precious blood 
of our dear Lord Jesus Christ.


Our home church, Victory Baptist Church, 
worked together to prepare a giant box of 
goodies for the children of Central Sagada 
Baptist Church.  Please pray that it will arrive 
in Sagada by Christmas.  Lord willing, the 
children will receive the gifts the day of the 
annual Sunday school Christmas program.  If 
all works as planned, our home church will 
have a Zoom call with the church in Sagada 
so both groups of people can “meet” one 
another and so the folks of VBC can see the 
children as they receive the gifts they sent.


Thank you for your patience as we work 
through our time here praying about God’s 

timing for traveling and having the privilege 
of seeing those who have so faithfully 
supported us prayerfully and financially all of 
these years.  For the remainder of 2021, Lord 
willing, we will continue to help out at our 
home church.  We will use this time to get as 
much medical attention for the children as 
the Lord allows.  This precious time of 
fellowship with our home church is also 
giving us a much-needed time of emotional 
and spiritual recharging.  


Near the start of the new year, we hope to 
travel locally and around BC to visit 
supporting churches and then branch out to 
other provinces in the spring.  This will 
depend a great deal on the strength of 
Matthias and Shirley, but especially on 
Shirley.  Our family is praying for a Class C 
RV to be able to travel in as Shirley will 
definitely need her “own home” if she will be 
able to endure traveling.  


In closing, we would ask you to please join 
us in prayer for these specific things:  
Obviously, all of the plans we have told you 
about will be dependent upon the ever-
changing restrictions in Canada and the 
United States.  Please pray for us to have 
wisdom and for God to pave the way for us.  
Please pray also for Matthias’ and Shirley’s 
health.  Lastly, please pray for the ministry in 
Sagada.  Our family finds it extremely 
difficult to be away from our people, but we 
thank the Lord that He is the One protecting 
and caring for them.  


We thank you for your support prayerfully 
and financially.  Thank you also for your 
patience with us as we seek God’s face 
regarding His will for the “whats, whens, and 
wheres” of our furlough time.  We are 
thankful that our times are in His hands!
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