
The Martin Family, The Philippines        January-February 2021 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This newsletter is about two subjects.  Part 1 is about Christmas events of Iloilo Baptist 

Church.  Part 2 is an update on church planting in the Philippines.  

 

Christmas is my favorite time of the year and this year was no exception.  The opportunities to 

help people with their physical and spiritual needs are endless.  This year was the 16th year that 

Iloilo Baptist Church has had a Christmas musical and the 35th year it has had a "Help the 

Needy" program. Because of the virus we were able to join these two activities together.  Needy 

people would be brought to the musical which was presented on six nights.  The members of IBC 

"adopted" 13 barangays (neighborhoods) and found the neediest people; 3000 toys were given to 

children in these neighborhoods and to children who came to the musical. 

 

Because of the seating limitations 

we had six presentations instead of 

three.  We limited 4 nights to first 

time visitors and 2 nights with half 

visitors and half members.  In all 

there were 2095 first time visitors 

who came.  Everyone got tickets to 

reserve seats.  We learned a lot 

doing things differently this year 

which should help us in the future. 

We are already preparing for our 

Easter "Passion Play."  This is a 

sample of the ticket. 

 

 

The first night the social service 
agency sent about 200 senior citizens (in good health) who were first time 
visitors.  There was a group of 40-50 fire victims who came that night as well as 
others.   
 
The second night 53 police officers who had never been came.  Their commanding 
officer, Lt. Colonel Jonathan Paneda, is a Christian. Many of these officers stood at the 
invitation to let people know they had received Jesus Christ as Savior.   After the 
service the police officer who brought them told me that he loved our church.  He said 
that his wife who lived on a nearby island would be visiting Iloilo and he wanted his wife 
and children to visit.  This officer is in charge of the 11 training courses at the Regional 
office with over 800 officers.  We asked him to speak at close of one of the early 
Sunday morning services for the Bible students.  I asked him to speak about how to 
approach police officers when they are in full time ministries and how to encourage and 
help police officers.  We gave him134 Bibles for some of the officers who will graduate 



on February 17th. He invited me to be there to present the Bibles to them.  He asked if 
we could conduct Bible studies for some of the police officers he is training.   
 
The third night, Dec. 20, about 100 residents of our local barangay came along with 
other visitors.  Many had never been to our church so we were so happy to see many of 
our neighbors come.   
 
The next day we found out there were two police officers in our area who died.  One 
was buried that same day.  Our staff members went to visit the families to give them 
financial help which the church does anytime a police officer dies.  Both families came 
to the musical 2 days later. At the service we put the pictures of the two police officers 
up and honored and remembered their sacrifices.  Both officers had served for 24 
years. 
 
There were 11 family members from the two families at the service and some of them 
received Christ as Savior.  Each officer had two children and our staff talked to one 
mothers to see what their teenage children were interested in.  One liked music and the 
other liked sports especially basketball.  The girl wanted to learn violin so the members 
bought her a violin and gave it to her that night.  She was so happy.  The church 
members gave the teenage son money to buy a nice pair of basketball shoes and he 
was very grateful.  The children of the other family were given similar gifts two days 
later.  Three days later we were able to attend the funeral of the officer who was buried 
on Saturday.  The help the church gave is not much compared to the loss or their 
husband or father but it opens their hearts to the gospel of our Lord. 
 
On Christmas Eve there was another fire in our city.  Thirteen homes were 
destroyed.  Twenty-six families were crowded into those thirteen small homes.  The 
social services agency that sent the senior citizens the first night of the musical always 
contacts IBC when there is a fire as the church provides items for cooking and eating 
that the fire victims need.  On Christmas night I took Brother Archie, one of our staff, 
and visited the place where fire victims were staying.  It was late and most were asleep 
so we left a cash gift for each family.  We don't always give cash to the fire victims but it 
was so pitiful to see these people losing all their earthly possessions the day before 
Christmas. I thought how Joseph and Mary must have felt sleeping in a stable.  The 
church gave these fire victims a rice pot, frying pan, large water container, food, toys for 
the children, and a meal.  It isn't much when they have lost everything but like 
the families of the two police officers it does seem to open their heart to their need for 
Christ. Sunday night, January 3, these 26 families came to our church and quite a few 
of them opened their heart to receive the Lord.  Some others in the same neighborhood 
who had partially damaged houses came as well. 
 
On Christmas night 50 families of men who are in prison come to the musical. How hard 
it must be for the children and wives of those men during Christmas time as well as 
those in prison.  The husband of one lady who has four children was murdered in 
prison.  The members gave the kids toys and food for the mothers and they were very 
gracious and grateful. 



Also on Friday night we had about 60 drivers and their families come to the 
musical.  These are men who drive jeepney, taxis, tricycles (motorcycles with a sidecar 
and tricicads, bikes with a side cart.)  The ones who drive the bikes with a side cart are 
usually very poor and it is a very difficult job physically.  Some of the ones who do this 
are in their 50's and 60's.   I noticed during the part of the musical when Jesus is one 
the cross that many of the drivers who were sitting outside in the overflow section stood 
up so they could see better.  I often watch people during the musical and they are 
almost all very focused during the last scenes. 
 
By now you can probably see why this is my favorite time of the year.  There are so 
many opportunities to help the poor, the desolate and the broken hearted. 
 
The last presentation of the musical was on Dec. 27 Sunday night and there were 
maybe 100 fire victims of other recent fires.  The day before this I had attended the 
funeral and burial of the one of the police officers mentioned.  Brother Jaclin, one of our 
staff members, went with me and we met a retired police officer and Jaclin invited him to 
the musical.  The next night he came but the seats were full and so we put up two 
chairs for him and his wife at the edge of the overflow section.  During the preaching I 
was standing behind him I noticed how attentive he was.  He raised his hand when the 
preacher had finished preaching and had asked those wishing to receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his savior to raise their hand.  Then the preacher asked people to stand up if 
they were willing to let others know what they had done and this retired police officer did 
that.   
 
On the same day we attended the funeral of a police officer I went to the funeral of one 
of our members.  Because of covid 19 it was held outside their house.  Sara is one of 
Becky's converts and faithful workers.  She has brought hundreds of visitors to church 
the past two or three years.  Her husband died of cancer and again it was a pitiful sight 
to see her 5 children crying at the casket of their father asking for "papa" to come 
back.  The next night it did not surprise me that Sara had a group of visitors at the last 
musical presentation and finding a way to cope in her trial in the same way Jesus did, 
by helping other people and sharing the gospel. 
 
There were about 60 actors in this Christmas musical with scenes of the decree of 
Caesar Augustus, the town of Bethlehem, the shepherds and the wisemen and Herod. 
Here are some pictures from this year's Christmas musical.  The first pictures are of Bethlehem 

and its market. 

 
 

 



In this picture 

you can see 

Joseph 

meeting the 

innkeeper         

 

In this scene 

the angel 

appears above 

the crowd to 

the shepherds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last three scenes are about the cross.  One is of Jesus carrying the cross through the streets of 

Jerusalem.  One of the staff members of IBC, Pastor Mario Mallorca, is Jesus in the Christmas 

and Easter musicals.  The Roman soldier who beats him with a whip is a younger staff member 

named Gabby.  Both have done these parts for years.  When Brother Gabby beats him it looks 

somewhat real to the audience when he hits Jesus.  When he hits him the whip is supposed to hit 

the cross but looks like it is hitting Jesus.  Sometimes the whip actually hits Mario and is 

painful.  He puts on some padding around his body but even then it is painful as he gets hit now 

and then. The soldiers also act like they are kicking Mario after he has fallen down.   A couple of 

years ago the soldier missed and nearly broke his ribs.  The wide angle picture below is the 

crowd in Jerusalem waiting for Jesus to carry the cross.  

 

 



Brother Mario in agony after being beaten by the Roman soldier 

 
In the same scene one of the Roman Soldiers is supposed to slap him but misses and there is a 

noise that sounds like someone is being slapped.  During the third night the soldier got too close 

to Mario and slapped him. This happens in the practices from time to time but Bro. Mario is the 

right person to portray the Lord because he never complains about it.  He is also good at acting 

like he is in a lot of pain because he experiences some of it from time to time.  It seems like this 

has an effect on the audience and makes them realize that Jesus suffered much for them.  Below 

is Jesus being slapped. 

 

The 

message is 

given right 

after the 

acting is 

finished 

and 

whoever 

preaches 

simply gives the plan of salvation and has an 

invitation.  Many of the visitors are already at the 

place where the Holy Spirit is speaking to their heart 

and are ready to receive the Lord as their personal 

saviour.  Here are some people responding. 

 

The staff and students made up all the actors, 

orchestra, choir and vocalists as they had been in what was almost like being in quarantine since 

March.  The cooperation and focus of these workers was the best it has ever been. I cannot 

express how I felt during each presentation.  The music and scenes were about the same as they 

were in other years but the Lord did His work in a way in which I will not forget.   

 

Thank you for being so good to us this past year.  We know it is a sacrifice for you to give to the 

Lord's work here and we are very grateful. 

 

God bless, 

Rick & Becky Martin  Iloilo. Philippines 


