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First Baptism in Aomori 
 In our last prayer letter, we asked for prayer for one of the men (Mr. ‘T’) we’ve been 
discipling.  He had been growing in his faith and had made the decision to be baptized.  This 
is a huge decision in the life of a believer in Japan.  It is a public acknowledgment that they 
are going to follow Christ and is a very difficult decision for some to make.  It was 
encouraging to see Mr. ‘T’ have the courage to take this step of obedience.  On July 4th, we 
spent the entire Sunday focused on Baptism.  I preached a message about the importance of 
Baptism in the life of a believer.  After the service, Mr. ‘T’ gave his salvation testimony and 
answered some questions from the other church members.  We then all drove down to the 
ocean where we did the actual baptism.  It was such an encouraging and exciting thing for 
our church to see and take part in. 
 The week after the Baptism service, our family departed Japan for a short furlough.  
Although we were nervous about travelling for over 25 hours with 5 young kids, God 
blessed.  The kids did great on the trip, and we arrived in Virginia safely.  We were able to 
spend the first couple of weeks at our home church getting adjusted to American life and 
catching up with friends and family.   
 We began travelling to our supporting churches in August.  We have had a very full 
schedule with meetings in Virginia, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, 
and New Jersey.  God has given us some amazing supporting churches and it has been a 
blessing to return to those churches and share what God is doing in Aomori.  Please continue 
to pray for us as we are on the road.  We will be in America until December 2nd.   

Thank you for praying about our church building situation in Aomori.  To sum up the 
situation, we had to find a new meeting facility by September.  We spent many hours 
looking at different locations and houses.  Many of them would not rent to us because we 
are a religious organization.   When we left Japan, we did not have a good solution in place.  
This was difficult to do, but we were trusting God to lead to the perfect place. 

  Our partners in ministry in Japan, Steve and Kimiyo Canter, continued 
to search for a meeting place while were in America.  In the last week of 
August, they were discussing the situation with a friend who owns some 
properties in the city.  When she heard that we were looking for a church 
meeting location, she offered to rent us one of her properties which used to 
be a restaurant.  Although we haven’t seen the building personally, from the 
pictures the Canters have sent it seems like it will be a great place for our 
church to meet.  This is an amazing answer to prayer.  As of right now, this will 
be a temporary meeting place, but there is a possibility that this could be a 
long-term solution as well.  We are excited about what God is doing! 

God bless, 
 
 
Paul, Sarah, Timothy, Karen, Ethan, Joshua, and Charity Johnson 


