
 
 
 
Dear Family, Friends, and Supporters, 

Greetings from summer in New Zealand! We enjoyed seeing so many of you when we were back in the States for our five-month 
furlough! We drove about 16,000 miles (most before our car died☹), were in 47 different churches, and Garth preached or shared 
our ministry about 75 times in 22 states and 2 countries. It was challenging to keep up with the schedule but so rewarding to see old 
friends and family and meet new people as well. We even gained two new churches! Flower Mound Baptist Church in Texas and 
Liberty Baptist Church in Sarasota, Florida have chosen to partner with us as we serve in New Zealand. It is a blessing to gain these 
two churches since we have been under-supported for years due to some churches having to drop or lower their support because of 
dwindling attendance or a change in the value of the US or NZ dollar. However, God has always supplied our needs! We are very rich 
in friends and family and, again, enjoyed seeing so many of you!! 

We returned to New Zealand on November 3, late for the morning 
service since we missed our flight into New Plymouth because of long 
lines in customs in Auckland. The 16-hour direct flight went pretty well, 
and we were able to sleep so weren’t too exhausted for lunch and the 
afternoon service. We were surprised by our son Garrett and his wife and 
four adorable kids as they greeted us at the airport! We spent the day 
together before they returned home. We had a week to unpack and get 
ready for an early Christmas with our kids and grandkids. Lydia and 
Cameron and their four boys flew up from the South Island to spend 12 
days with us—the children change so quickly! Then on Sunday afternoon, 
Garrett and Becca and their four children joined us for the week, where 
we were able to have our once-a-year time together. The time together 
was very precious, and we especially enjoyed all the hugs and kisses! (We 

missed having Grant and Olivia with us but were able to insert them in our family picture!) Now we have the Bible Institute students 
with us for three weeks as Garth teaches a class on Bible Manuscripts. They are always a blessing. 

Another huge highlight has been seeing two people come to the Lord since we’ve been 
home. Karen, who goes to our church and has seen her children saved and she and her family 
have been baptized, was witnessing to a mother of one of the athletes who compete with her 
daughter. She invited her to church and she came several times, and after Garth preached a 
strong salvation message, she accepted Christ! We are still praying for Regan’s family to be 
saved. Then, last week, we had guests from Auckland who came to witness to their nephew 
who lives here in New Plymouth. They had dinner and talked at our home for hours one night 
and Byron accepted the Lord. It was such a joy to see Karen and Byron in church on Sunday 
(we have been averaging over 50 most Sundays). Please pray for others that we are not sure 
of their salvation and for several who are following the Lord in obedience by being baptized on the 15th of December. 

What better way to celebrate this special season than by seeing people come to the Lord and obey Him. May you see God’s 
blessings as you obey Him and thanks for praying for His help as we try to do the same here in New Zealand. People need the Lord all 
over the world. May we all be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading and be a blessing to others. THANK YOU for being a blessing to 
us!! 

Your coworkers for Christ, 

Garth & Lynette Piper and Family 
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