
 
 

 
Dear Family, Friends and Supporters, 

Greetings from Spring in New Zealand!  As we enjoy the flowering trees, tulips and daffodils (among many other flowers), we know 

most of you are enjoying a bit cooler temperatures in North America. Our daughter, Lydia, her 

husband, and four boys have been enjoying travelling the States for three months, seeing many family 

members, friends, and special places. They didn’t get to see everything they wanted to see but saw 

quite a bit, considering the Covid restrictions. We’re especially glad for their precious time with our 

family! They’ll be flying back to NZ this month and will have to quarantine for two weeks in a motel to 

make sure they’re not contagious. NZ has had 24 Covid-related deaths at the time this is being 

written. We have been in level 2 lockdown, meaning business pretty much as usual but no gatherings 

over 100 and masks are encouraged but only mandatory on public transport at this time. We’re sorry 

for all those who have been affected by all this but we thank the Lord that He is still on the Throne and He doesn’t make mistakes.  

On July 19, 2020, we were able to start renting a different building for our church services. We are now meeting at a Devon Intermediate School. This is great because 

it gives us room to grow. I am sure we could fit a couple 

hundred people in for services without feeling crowded. 

Also, we are able to use a separate room for Sunday 

school and junior church. There are the added blessings 

of a larger car park and basketball and netball courts 

outside that the children can play on after services. 

We’re so grateful for those who prayed for this - it 

certainly is an answer to prayer and we’re so thankful!!! 

We’re thankful for the home God has given us. We’ve 

been having midweek services at our home since we 

changed buildings, and it was cosier during the winter to fit the 18-22 people in our 

lounge/living room. We’re thankful for the several visitors that we’ve seen over these 

winter months. It was a blessing to have a ladies’ Bible study at our home a week ago 

with Tilly (an older, godly lady from our church) sharing her testimony, including how 

the Lord led her husband and her to Paraguay for several years after their 6 children were grown, to work on a missions farm until her husband found out he had 

cancer and they had to return. What a testimony of willingness to serve and faithfulness through the years! Our coworker, Craig Comstock, taught the Bible Training 

Program students for two weeks, and the three girls gave a short testimony as well. Antony, from our church, took two weeks off to join the class, which was on 

preaching and teaching. Caitlin (also from our church, who is finishing her second year in the program), Antony, and the two other young ladies all gave several 

challenges, either in Sunday school, junior church, kid’s activity, girls’ sleepover, morning service, etc. It was a very busy time! They even helped us distribute some of 

our church flyers with our new address on them! 

We’re looking forward to Ladies’ Retreat at our former church in Hamilton next week and then TEEN CAMP, Lord willing (for all of these events) on October 5-9! The 

youth camp was cancelled in April, so we pray that it can go ahead in October, with the 100 at least. We know most of you have had many challenges with your 

services and events also! We pray that God is able to work through all this for His honor and glory. May each of you have wisdom as you deal with your different 

situations. THANK YOU for your continued prayers and support! They mean so very much! May God bless and keep you and bless you as you serve Him faithfully and 

as you continue to support missions around the world!      

Prayer Request: 

Spiritual growth for our church folks – steps of obedience and willingness to serve 

Bible study with Angela  

Men’s Bible Study 2 times/month at Turner’s (dairy farmers who can’t leave during calving season) 

NZ Baptist Bible Training Program -- Caitlin, Holly and Sheena    

Continued healing for Coralie (almost 2yr) who had a huge ‘tumor‘ in her head (which turned out to be an abscess that was drained)  miracle!   

Youth Camp -- Oct 5-9            

Lydia and family returning to NZ this month 

Garrett and family as he pastors church in Tokoroa          

Grant and Olivia -- expecting baby in November  

Your coworkers for Christ, 

Garth & Lynette Piper 
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