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           April 14, 2020 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

On March 15, the President of the Philippines, President Rodrigo Duterte, imposed stringent travel restrictions 
on Metro Manila, on the island of Luzon. The various degrees of restrictions apply to people living in MM, as 
well as those desiring to enter or depart the area, whether by land, sea or air. Within a few days of the 
President’s initial pronouncement, the governors, mayors and local officials throughout the country began to 
follow suit by imposing controls on travel and movement of people within their jurisdictions. These are 
popularly called “travel bans” or “lockdowns”, but officially are called “Enhanced Community Quarantine” or 
ECQ. The strictness varies from city to city, and province to province. Public assembly for purposes such as 
church services are not allowed. 
 

In Mindanao, travel between provinces is essentially forbidden, except for those supplying establishments 
such as grocery stores, pharmacies and gasoline stations. Even traveling to other towns in the same province is 
difficult, often requiring a government-issued pass, which can be quite difficult to obtain. We have not been 
able to get to Molave to visit Salug Valley Baptist Church for four weeks because it is in another province.  
 

The first week the restrictions were imposed, I told Pastor Loper Asenda, my associate pastor in Molave, that 
this would work together for the good of our members, because it will provide opportunities for growth, 
especially for our men. The church staff in Molave have done a good job of training members how to have 
worship services in their own homes using lesson material we are supplying to them. Our people are reading 
their Bibles as never before. Many of them are answering the study questions we are giving them as they read 
through the New Testament. We increased our weekly radio program on a local secular station from thirty 
minutes to one hour. We have gained even more listeners during these uncertain times. Our program is called 
“The Voice of the Valley,” and from the feedback we get in the community, we know there are a large number 
of unsaved people who listen regularly, including Roman Catholics and Muslims.  
 

Since March 17, we have not been out of Dipolog City, being essentially confined to the compound of 
Westside Baptist Church and Westside Baptist College of Ministry. Even though public assemblies are 
restricted, there are enough of us living on the compound that we can meet together for regular church 
services. Including the staff and their families, there are over thirty persons gathering for each service. 
Westside Baptist Church under the leadership of Pastor Anecito Calibuhan is doing basically the same things 
we are doing in Molave during this time of quarantine. There is a little more freedom here in Dipolog City for 
discreet follow-up and visitation, as compared to Molave.  
 

The travel restrictions back in March were put in place the week of final examinations at Westside Baptist 
College of Ministry. We had to cancel final exams and postpone all the commencement activities scheduled 
for the following week – including the Alumni Bible Conference, a banquet and the commencement itself. Lots 
of people were disappointed. We had speakers coming from Canada, Thailand and Manila for the Bible 
Conference. Thankfully, we heard ahead of time about the impending travel controls, allowing us time to send 
the Bible college students home before travel between the provinces was suspended.  



 

Probably the most disappointed of everyone that commencement was postponed was our daughter Emily. 
She homeschools here and was scheduled to participate in the commencement and receive her high school 
diploma. Those of you who know Emily understand that school has been a tremendous struggle for her. Emily 
is twenty-one years old and has developmental difficulties cognitively and socially. For her to reach this 
milestone is a tremendous achievement for her and her mom also. Emily tearfully accepted the fact that her 
graduation was not cancelled, just postponed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have received several emails from churches and individual Christians concerning the impact of the CoViD-19, 
or SARS-CoV-2, or Wuhan Coronavirus, or Chinese Coronavirus, or novel coronavirus, in the Dipolog City area. 
There are cases here. Several persons have died already in two different hospitals, but the local government is 
suppressing the news about that. We are aware of this because of friends in the medical community. If the 
cases began to surge in our area, it could be tragic. There are 275,000 people living in Dipolog City and the 
surrounding towns. Out of the six hospitals in the area, only one has an intensive care unit, and it has eight 
beds. During normal times, serious cases are commonly taken to larger hospitals several hours away on 
Mindanao or on other islands. Obviously, that is not possible under the current conditions.  
 

I explained Psalm 24:1 to our staff and then our church in Molave several weeks ago, “The earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Our God is in complete control of His 
creation, from the smallest particle of matter to the largest, including the crown of His creation – the human 
being. “His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me over me.” Take care and may God watch over us 
always. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
Bruce A. Rice 


