
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,          July, 2020 

 We are so thankful for the peace of God that comes through the victory He has already given us. In these uncertain 
times, we cling to His promises such as this one found in John 16:33 which states, “These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer: I have overcome the world.” I 
am so thankful we do not have to be fearful for we already know He has overcome the world. 

 Truly, these are uncertain times for many missionaries. We are not alone. The South Pacific has been blessed to not 
have as many COVID-19 cases as many other places around the world. For fear of those numbers increasing, they have kept 
their borders closed tight. International flights have been grounded, airlines have terminated employment for over 80% of 
their employees, and planes have been sent to dry climates for storage. Please pray for our family, for my brother Scot and 
his family, and countless other missionaries who are living in limbo as we seek the Lord’s wisdom and direction one day at a 
time.  

 We are thankful that Kiribati remains one of the few nations that are COVID-19 free. Tarawa Baptist Church has 
been able to continue meeting as normal. Being one of the most remote nations on earth is not always a bad thing. Two 
visitors have come to church several times and are seeking the truth in the midst of these times. We are praying that they 
will come to know the Lord as their Savior. Please continue to pray for Bro. Abwai as he leads the ministry there. Also, please 
pray for Taniera who assists Bro. Abwai in the ministry. He really struggles with asthma, and his health has taken a 
downward turn.  

 We are thankful to the Lord that despite interruptions due to this world pandemic, Faith Baptist Institute in Kiribati 
was able to be completed. We are excited that 5 students have finished their requirements to graduate. This is a great 
victory, and we are excited to see what God will continue to do in and through the lives of these graduates. We had hoped 
to be back on the field to have a grand graduation for these students who have persevered for the past three years. 
Although this will have to be postponed, we look forward to celebrating with them at a later date. Please pray for these 
graduates and other students to remain faithful in their walk with the Lord. 

 We have included an explanation of the Kiribati Bible Project with this letter. This project has taken place over the 
past several years, and some have asked that we recap what the Lord has done. Thank you for being a part of this journey. 
We look forward to sharing with you what God does in these islands through the distribution of His Word. 

 Again, thank you for your faithful prayers for our family. Thank you for your continued support which enables the 
ministry in Kiribati to continue. We are praying for you and for your ministries. May we keep our eyes on the Lord, and may 
we be busy sharing with others the hope that is found only through Him.  

       With Hearts on the Equator, 

       Joel, Brooke, Daniel, Adelynn, and Bennett 
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