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                                     Victor and Morella Páez – Preaching Christ in Caracas, Venezuela 

 Ministry Update     September - October 2020  
 

 WE ARE HAVING SERVICES AGAIN! 
After seven months, and against 
government regulations, we decided to start 
having church services in small groups, but 
with our doors closed. We do this in the 
room used for our youth meetings because 
it is much more ventilated than our main 
auditorium.  
 
We are having seven preaching services a 
week, in groups of about 60 adults and 20 
kids. People come into our church building through a backdoor. It is very difficult to keep our meetings secret, though. We 
Venezuelans are quite loud when we sing, and our singing goes out to the neighborhood.  But our neighbors do not seem to 
mind, and have not presented any complaint. If you want to listen to our choir singing click on this link >>> Listen to IBBVA Choir.  

 
As the word that we are having services has spread to believers from 
other churches still closed, we have had a number of them call and 
ask to be allowed to join us. We obviously have no limitations to the 
number of visitors. And what a joy it is to preach to people that do their 
best to come to church eager to receive word of God. Most have no 
vehicle, and some not even money to pay for their bus fare. So, they 
walk for miles to attend services. And their children accompany them! 
And how exciting it is to see people making professions of faith again 
during services. 
 

Our two youth groups also held their first meeting in a nearby park with more than a 100 in attendance. It was a blessing to see 
them all come back and bring friends with them. I had the joy to preach and see one of them make a profession of faith. The 
national guard was called to dissolve the gathering, but when they showed up, we were leaving the place. So, our church is back 
to normal. Seven months being forced to keep our doors closed did not hurt the joy and enthusiasm of our people, as we tried to 
do our best to keep them spiritually fed through social media. Many of them kept sharing Christ with family and friends, winning 
some of them to the Lord. Yes, we are back to normal! Psalms 133:1 “… how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity! 
 
A CHURCH ACTIVE DURING LOCKDOWN – 22 BAPTIZED 
Our church was not in hibernation during lockdown. As soon 
as we begun having services, we posted on social media that 
we would have our baptistry ready for new believers to be 
baptized. And we immediately begun to receive requests from 
them to be counted in. It was a blessing to see them take the 
initiative of requesting to be added to the list of candidates. 
And what a surprise, we baptized 22 new believers! All of 
them faithful in church attendance and soon to start taking 
classes in our discipleship program. We praise the Lord for 
that and invite you to pray with us for them. Colossians 1:10 
“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
of God;” 
 
 

https://youtu.be/WIH7VE2xktM
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GREAT BIBLE COLLEGE COMENCEMENT – 
Afraid that we might lose a large number of our 
students, we decided to open our Bible college. 
Now, having students in dorms did not look like a 
good idea in the midst of the COVID-19 lockdown. 
But we had no other option. We knew that a number 
of them had already been infected without any 
complications. So, those students would not get 
sick again. On the other hand, we had a number of 
classrooms available to be used as dormitories, so 
we could have fewer students per room to avoid the 

possibility of infections. As a final precaution, we set up two quarantine rooms in case any of our students got sick.  
 
Well, in just two weeks we managed to get in touch with all our students and see them return to class. Furthermore, we received 
a group of new students, managing to have 49 registered students in our main campus and 21 in our second campus, for a total 
of 70 students. This is a fantastic number, in times when most Bible 
colleges have lost up to 70% of their students because of the COVID-
19 lockdown. 
 
So far, we have had two students infected with the Coronavirus, but did 
not see spread of the illness among the rest. To our knowledge, ours is 
the only fully operational independent Baptist Bible College in our 
country. Please pray that the authorities will not take notice of our 
operations and close us down. 
 
A BOLD PREACHER IN A PERILOUS PLACE – Jackson came to know the Lord with his wife Patricia under our ministry 17 

years ago. They were living together when they first came to church. But soon after 
getting saved, they decided to get married. Today they are a godly young couple with 
three kids, and a couple I am most proud of. They both grew up in one of the most 
dangerous slums in our country, “El 70”, or “The 70th,” located on one of the mountains 
surrounding the Caracas valley. Do not ask me what that name means or where it comes 
from. But one thing is for sure: it is a place no one wants to visit. It is a lawless section of 
our city, where no police force ever dares to go. Criminals control the area, roam the 
streets armed to their teeth, and impose their own laws. Human life in that place isn’t 
worth a penny. Anyone could get killed for only behaving or looking suspicious. I have 
visited the place several times with my wife Morella, but not without having Jackson 
announce my visit with anticipation to the local “authorities.” We took the local public 
transportation service to get there. Long cabin jeeps that take 12 cramped passengers 
through steep narrow streets.  
 
Jackson is a senior Bible 

College student. And he is a unique kind of a guy. Having been 
born in The 70th has made him perfectly equipped to survive the 
harsh social environment of that terrible area of town. During the 
COVID-19 lockdown, while being forced to stay at home, he 
decided to start preaching to the community through a powered 
speaker from his home’s flat roof. There are no regulations 
enforced in the slum against that type of thing. So, he decided to 
give it a shot and see how he fared. At the end of his messages, 
he gave his phone number out to listeners in case anyone was 
interested in knowing more about the gospel. As he expected, he 
begun to receive calls, text and audio messages from people 
asking him to visit them in their homes, and some telling him they 
had gotten saved.  
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The last place Jackson wanted to start a church in was The 70th. But no one from outside would 
dare to establish a church there. So he met with me a few weeks back to tell me he wanted to 
start an independent Baptist Church there. It was obvious to me there was no one more fit to do 
so than him. But no one can start a church in that area without the approval of the local mob 
boss. So he hesitantly met with him to ask for his permission. The man looked at Jackson in the 
eyes, remembering he had taken his kids to our church years back. He then turned back and 
announced to the people around him that Jackson would be starting a church in the area, and 
that no one should bother him or touch him. To locals, that is a death threat to anyone daring to 
harm him, his family or his church. Not exactly the kind of protection a church planter would 
expect, but that gives you an idea of the bizarre world Jackson lives in. 

 
Just before finishing writing this letter, Jackson told me he had found a place to start having services. Please, pray that he 
successfully finishes his studies, for provision of chairs or pews for the church he is starting in The 70th, and for the material 
provision of his family. You can watch Jackson preaching from his home roof and some views of The 70th slums clicking on this 
link >>>> Jackson Preaching in The 70th. 
 

PASTOR ALI’S OPERATION WAS A TOTAL SUCCESS 
 We thank all of you that prayed for pastor Ali Villegas. He was finally intervened and 
his operation was a total success. In fact, he was walking less than 24 hours after the 
operation. The surgeon sent me a note telling the details and even a short video of him 
walking that day. You can watch the video using this link >>> Pastor Ali Video. 
 
Pastor Ali lived a nightmare for a whole year since the very moment he broke his left 
femur. A pastor relative of his told me that pastor Ali had not been able to sleep a whole 
night during all that time, and that he frequently woke up in the middle of the night 
screaming out of pain. The day I first talked to him to enquire on his condition, he had 
already lost all hope of saving his leg. And when I called days later to tell him that all 
the money for the operation had come in, he and his wife could not stop praising the 
Lord in tears. 
 

Pastor Ali has already returned to his hometown, church and pulpit. In fact, he is already soul 
winning and preaching (picture left). He sent me a letter expressing his gratitude to anyone 
involved in making this possible.  
 
Since we received money in excess, we were able, not only to fully pay for pastor Ali’s surgery, 
but to cover all other medical expenses like X-rays, post-surgery visits to the doctor, prescription 
medicine, and even gas for the car used to drive him around. But not only that. We received 
enough money to assist a number of other believers in need of medical assistance, medical 
exams (MRIs, X-rays, blood tests, etc.)  and even surgery. We are currently helping cover 
chemotherapy treatment for a pastor’s wife. Her name is Jenny, and her husband is pastor Javier 
Jimenez (picture below right).  
 
This effort has unexpectedly turned 

into a ministry that we have no option but to keep alive while there are 
people in need. Locally, we count with three medical doctors and at 
least four experienced nurses that allow us to provide free medical 
consultation and assistance to our people. Please pray for them, now 
that the Venezuelan health system has almost entirely collapsed, and 
we keep getting cases that demand immediate attention.  
 
 
AN URGENT NEED FOR OUR BIBLE COLLEGE 
A couple of years back we got a wonderful gift of 10 desktop computer for our Bible college, and they are working wonderfully. 
They replaced old Mac Mini units that worked well beyond their expected life. But we still have a deficit of 12 units to satisfy the 
growing needs of our Bible college, for student and office use. Our Online Baptist College staff of workers are in desperate need 
of units to keep up with the demands of a growing ministry. These computers would have to be bought in the States and shipped 
to us through a trusted shipper located in Miami. The computers could be refurbished units, Windows or Mac OS. If any person, 
church or institution were interested in satisfying this important need, partially or in full; please, let me know to talk about the 
details. 
 

https://youtu.be/i2voxwmfK_g
https://youtu.be/ZCuSn4Ra27A
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THE LATEST ON THE VENEZUELAN CRISIS 
• Cooking with Firewood - Most Venezuelan living outside large cities are 
now using firewood to cook their food, and this due to shortages of propane 
and electricity. The average Venezuelan everyday life is closely resembling 
that of people living in North Korea. 
 
• Famine - The protein intake of the average Venezuelan has been reduced 
to life threatening levels. Their daily diet consists mainly of rice, corn flour and 
pasta, having no more than a ration of protein a week. Minimum monthly wage 
in Venezuela has gone down to just US$ 0.83 a month. A public-school 

principal makes around $2.50. Enough to buy just a dozen eggs and two pounds of corn flour. Most employed people do 
something else on the side to make ends meet. There seems to be no shortage of food in the stores, but not enough money 
in the hands of the population to purchase it. 
 

• An Oil Producing Country Without Gas - All Venezuelan refineries seem to 
be out of service, and the shortage of gas is acute. Car lines stretch for miles in 
order to get gas. US sanctions are making it hard for the government to import 
oil byproducts. So, it looks like we might soon be left without gas… as well! We 
look at it on the bright side. Walking is a very good exercise! 
 

• Deprived of the Essentials - A very large portion of our population has 
completely lost its capacity to purchase a pair of shoes or any piece of garment. 
Purchasing food is their priority. Lately, believers seem to be dressing casually 
when coming church. But they are not. They are still wearing their best. “Lucky” 
them to live in a time when tore down clothes are in fashion. 

 
• The COVID-19 pandemic has hit hard the Venezuelan population. We have no way of knowing real statistics. But by the 

number of people sick around us, the numbers must be staggering. The general population is mostly ignorant of what the 
Coronavirus really is and how dangerous it could be. Many in church have gotten sick. But praise the Lord, no one has lost 
his life. 

  
• No Internet Service - Internet service quality and availability has dramatically gone down in Venezuela. More than 60% of 

internet service subscribers nationwide have completely lost home service in the last three years. Our church and Bible 
college internet service has been down for months. This greatly impacts our operations. For that reason, we had to move the 
Online Baptist College office and staff to a separate facility. But still, internet service quality there is marginal. 

 
QUESTIONS FROM OUR SUPPORTERS 
Are Venezuelan believers happy and joyful under such circumstances?  
Galatians 5:22 “But the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT is love, JOY, PEACE…” 
 
What keeps you all emotionally healthy or balanced under such conditions? 
Hebrews 12:2-3 “Looking unto JESUS the author and finisher of our faith… consider HIM that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be WEARIED and FAINT IN YOUR MINDS.” 
 
Why don’t you just leave to escape so much hardship? 
Philippians 1:8 “For God is my record, how greatly I LONG AFTER YOU ALL in the bowels of Jesus Christ.”  
 
 
Final Words 
Thank you very much for caring for the 
Venezuelan people. Thank you very much for your 
prayers and financial support. 
 

    Victor and Morella Paez 
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Support Address:  
 
In the United States: 

MACEDONIA WORLD BAPTIST MISSIONS INC. 
P.O. Box 519 

Braselton, GA 30517 
Tel: (706) 6542818 

 

     Donate Online: www.mwbm.org (Online Giving) 
 

In Canada: 
MACEDONIA WORLD BAPTIST MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL OF 

CANADA 
407 Rue St-Alexis Ouest, 

Trois-Rivières, QC G8W 2E2 
Tel: (819) 3753655 

 
 
 
 
 

E-mail: vpaezg1@mac.com 
Church Office Tel. +58 (212) 4723509 
Cel. Tel.   +58 (414) 2596709 (Messages, FaceTime, Whatsapp) 
Skype Number in the US: +1 (661) 5247355 
Skype Name: pastorvp 
 
Office Address in Venezuela: 
2da. Transv. Avenida Rotaria, con Calle Ciega. 
Quinta Bautista, Urb. La Paz, Caracas 1020, DC 
VENEZUELA

 
 
 

 
 
 

Video links that might be of interest to you: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaJy25rsXBU   
A bus ride through crisis-hit Caracas - BBC News 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_tCyizhbOs   
CARACAS 2020 - MOST DANGEROUS Part of Venezuela’s SLUMS - La VEGA - CARACAS (solo trip) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4RWXzW0Ebg   
VENEZUELA: Slums of Caracas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaJy25rsXBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_tCyizhbOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4RWXzW0Ebg

