
  Fall-Winter

Dear Praying Friends,

 A lot has happened since we sent our last update. We are very thankful 
for the opportunity to serve here in Romania. It is hard to believe that we have 
been here nearly three years already! Our time at Gospel Light Baptist Church 
in Cluj has been productive, and it has also been a time of personal growth.
 God has blessed our family and ministry in the time we have been 
here. He gave us our daughter, Eliorah, and has blessed us with a wonderful 
home and church to minister in. We are thankful for the people we have seen 
saved and that have been reached through the ministry of this church. We have 
grown in experience and have a better grasp of the language now than ever be-
fore. Arezoo is progressing very well in her Romanian studies and is becoming 
more and more conversational each week.

 In the months of November and December, our church had a Bible 
camp on the weekends. We had a number of kids come, and we did crafts, 
played games, and learned from the Bible. We had a good number come this 
year, with several newcomers. After five weeks of camp, we invited all the kids 
and parents to a special church service. This service was scheduled for Decem-
ber 15th.
 I greatly looked forward to being there and preaching for the service, 
and I would have had the opportunity to present the gospel to about 65 visi-
tors, many of whom had never heard it before. However, the weeks prior I 
began to notice some pain in my abdomen, so I went to the doctor to get it 
checked out. The doctor believed it was my appendix, so I was told to head 
straight to the ER if I felt any more pain. On December 11, our anniversary, I 
began to have pain in my abdomen again. I headed to the ER that afternoon 
to see what it was, and after running several tests, they determined that I 
had chronic appendicitis. Two years prior, I had appendicitis, but it was only 
treated with antibiotics. Since then, it had been enlarged and would often 
cause minor abdominal pain.
  Thankfully, there is a new and very modern hospital in our city, where 
I had my appendix removed the following day. I was glad to have it taken care 
of, but I was not able to preach for the special service that Sunday. The service 
did go well, and the gospel was preached. I am very thankful for the chance 
to witness to the kids in the weeks prior, and for the fact that many of their 
parents came and heard the gospel too.
 



 This year, I have had the privilege of leading several young people to the Lord. Our Sunday school class 
has continued to grow and we have had visitors constantly. The class started with two children, but through the 
van route that I started in an area called Iris, we have about 7 children who come to church fairly regularly. Last 
year, we had a high day of 18, filling both of our church vans, and I have a goal of reaching 20 kids in our class 
this year. 
 Over the last year, I have led Danny, Arpy, and Eric to the Lord through our Sunday school class. Three 
children who come faithfully, but are not saved yet are Tudor, Bogdan, and Carina. Please pray for these young 
people in my class. I have shared the gospel with them many times, but they still don’t quite understand their 
need for salvation.

 Over the past year, I began to go soul-winning in the towns and villages surrounding where we live now. 
I looked for an opportunity to start a local church nearby. I looked for interest as I witnessed, and hoped to start 
a Bible study in someone’s home and through that get a church started. As I prayed and witnessed, that opportu-
nity never opened up. I went to every town in our area, seven in total, but the door did not open.
 We have had many things to pray about over the last several months. I had intended to send out a prayer 
letter much earlier, but I wanted to have a clearer sense of direction for our future here before I did. We love serv-
ing here in Cluj, but about two months ago I began to feel in my heart that God may want us to move on from this 
ministry soon. I began to pray about it and to seek counsel to determine if this was of the Lord. As I prayed, I told 
the Lord that I would not search for a place to go. We would continue to serve where we were. If the Lord did want 
us to go to another place, I asked Him to present the opportunity to us.
 I continued to pray about it, and then at the end of December, I received a phone call from another mis-
sionary about the opportunity to come serve with them in a different city. God has called us here to start a church, 
not just assist other local churches. This has been at the core of the question in our minds. The other missionary 
would have us in for a time to assist with a transition, but they are looking to start a church out of their church 
in a suburb of their city. We also would have an opportunity to serve in a capacity that relates to my training and 
spiritual gift. The groundwork is already laid for us to start a church almost immediately if we were to move. 
 Although this other opportunity has been presented to us, we are not yet certain about it. However, as I 
have prayed and sought counsel, there has not been any counsel against taking this opportunity. As far as we can 
tell right now, we believe that God is leading us in that direction. Although this door could still close, we do know 
that God would have us move on in ministry from the church we are currently serving in.
 I have spoken with the pastor of our church here to let him know what has been happening in my heart. 
We have counseled with our sending pastor and with others. Please pray with us for God’s direction and that we 
would have the wisdom we need moving forward. Please pray for any logistics we would need to take care of in 
the event of a move. Above all, please pray for our church here in Cluj.

 This spring, we will be returning to the United States for a short furlough. We plan to leave at the end of 
April, but we have not set a return time yet. Lord-willing, I will be receiving my Masters degree from West Coast 
Baptist College and plan to be there for the graduation ceremony in May. At the end of May through the end of 
July, we will be open to report to any churches that would like to have us in. 



 We have had many joys over the past few months. Our little Eliorah is growing so fast. She turned 16 
months old on the 25th of January. She just started to walk last week, and is learning so many words. Eliorah is 
a treasure. She is an answer to prayer, and we are so thankful for her. This year she will be visiting the US and 
Canada for the first time and will be getting to meet more of her extended family.

 Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and support for our family, as we serve in Romania. We look 
forward to the next chapter of ministry and what God has for us here. We look forward to seeing many of you 
later this year!

 Additional prayer requests:

 -Our transportation and lodging for furlough 
 -Health and safety in travel
 -Wisdom for decisions we need to make

 In Christ,

 Brian, Arezoo, and Eliorah Nibbe


