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March 16, 2020

Dear praying friends and supporters, thank you for all you
do for us. May God's blessings be upon you all.

Attendance at Kato BC since December 24

Date Day Att Att Att
Dec. 29 Sun. SS 5 AM 8 PM 5
Jan. 1 Wed. AM 5
Jan. 5 Sun. SS 4 AM 8 PM 4
Jan 9 Thu. PM 4
Jan 12 Sun. SS 4 AM 5 PM 7
Jan. 16 Thu. PM 4
Jan. 19 Sun. SS 4 AM 11 PM 3
Jan. 23 Thu. PM 3
Jan. 26 Sun. SS 2 AM 6 PM 4
Jan. 30 Thu. PM 5
Feb. 2 Sun. SS 4 AM 10 PM 4
Feb. 6 Thu. PM 4
Feb. 9 Sun. SS 5 AM 6 PM 4
Feb. 13 Thu. PM 4
Feb. 16 Sun. SS 3 AM 10 PM 3
Feb. 20 Thu. PM 4
Feb. 23 Sun. SS 6 AM 7 PM 7
Feb. 27 Thu. PM 3
Mar. 1 Sun. SS 5 AM 10 PM cancelled
Mar. 5 Thu. PM cancelled
Mar. 8 Sun. SS 6 AM 9 PM cancelled
Mar. 12 Thu. PM cancelled
Mar. 15 Sun. SS 5 AM 12 PM cancelled

Some services cancelled (Corona virus)
The services cancelled above we cancelled because of a

Japanese Government directive concerning the Corona virus
that encouraged cutting back on public meetings. So in
deference to that, we have cancelled our evening services
since March 1. I do not know when we will resume them.
However, we are not in any danger here, I believe.

Special Services
We had planned a special evangelistic service for Sunday,

March 22, with Bro. David Harris, the Far East Director at
BIMI as the speaker, but as I was in the process of writing
this letter, I received an email from him. In the email he said
that due to the present situation with the Corona virus he had
reluctantly decided to go home before his meeting here. We
are sad, but the Corona virus thing has been a problem here

in Japan and also in the United States.
We are planning a special evangelistic thrust for Easter

services on April 12, but with the virus thing going on, we
are not sure what will happen with that. We are in prayer for
you and ask for your prayers for us.

Attendance
You can see that our attendance has increased since the

beginning of the year! This is with the Corona virus stuff
going on! We are praising God that this past Sunday we have
had our highest attendance so far with 12 people! We have
had 10 or more five times this year!

Salvation decisions
In our last prayer letter at the end of December, I

mentioned a Mr. Tsutomu Sakamoto. He came to our
Christmas Eve service and I talked with him for an hour
about salvation. Well he has been coming to almost every
service since then. After a January 5 service, he said he
wanted to be saved. So I led him through the plan of
salvation again, and he prayed to receive Christ! By January
12, the next Sunday, he had read the New Testament up to
the middle of Luke! Please pray for his spiritual growth.

Visitors
One new visitor, Mr. Nakano, came in January only once.

Three newcomers came in February. Mr. Sakamoto brought
his mother, Haruko Sakamoto, to Sunday School and the
Morning service on February 9. She has been back at least
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twice since then. Vanessa Yamamoto, a Japanese Brazilian,
came on the same day in the evening service, and brought her
husband Roni to the Evening service on February 23. They
have been coming every Sunday morning since then.
Some people coming regularly

Some people we have mentioned before are coming often.
That is why our attendance has gone up. Mr. Kuramae (the
85 year-old landlord) still comes every Sunday morning and
his wife often comes with him. Miss Hoshina comes about
once a week. Mrs. Iwanaga comes with her oldest daughter
Hina about every other week. Mr. Taitano comes with his
younger son Eric every few weeks. Mr. Sakamoto comes to
almost all the services. The Yamamotos have been coming
every Sunday. As I wrote above, recently we have cancelled
Sunday evening and Thursday night services because of the
Corona virus directive, but it does not keep these regular
people away. We are so thankful for these people and praying
that more unsaved people come and get saved.

Church building maintenance
The wall facing the main road had been collecting a black

dirt, probably from car exhaust, and was very ugly. I have a
pressure washer, but the pump has been broken and the
engine was running badly. With much prayer and asking God
for help, I was able to replace the pump and clean and
reinstall the carburetor. So Brother Fukumoto and I cleaned
the wall in February. When we were nearly finished, the
landlord came over and said, "That really looks good." Last
week we cleaned another wall that was not as dirty, but
needed cleaning. So now our building looks a whole lot
better!

Evangelism and Soul-winning
Brother Fukumoto and my wife and I over the past several

months have been able to pass out either flyers with a gospel

Washing the church wall

message or church tracts to every home in Kato City! That is
more than 17,000 homes! We have also gone door-to-door to
every home in Yashiro (the town where the church is) and
some areas east and south of it. Please pray for these
evangelism efforts.

Building purchase?
When we rented the building, we had talked to the owner

about maybe sometime in the future buying the building. We
are praying about that and would appreciate your prayers for
God to give us wisdom and direction on this.

Prospects for Attendance and Salvation
There are still some people for whom we have been

praying who have not been saved yet or attended Kato
Baptist Church. Please pray for them to attend and be saved.

Mrs. Tsunemine, an aquaintance of Mrs. Tanaka, a lady in¨
our previous church
Mrs. Tokimoto, our real estate agent, and her husband, who¨
has Parkinson's
Mr. and Mrs. Morimoto, the parents of Koji Morimoto, a¨
Christian who passed away in November.
Mr. Manabu Matsumoto, the cousin of Hiroko Matsumoto,¨
a Japanese missionary in Senegal
Mrs. Fujiwara, the grandmother of Mr. Komi, a member of¨
our previous church
Mr. Tokuhara, the owner of the bike shop where I bought a¨
scooter.
Mr. Taro Kuramae, the plumber who did our plumbing¨
Mr. Iwanaga, the husband of Mrs. Iwanaga¨
Mrs. Taitano, the wife of Mr. Taitano, a member who¨
comes with his son often

Other prayer requests
Mr. and Mrs. Kuramae: salvation and health¨
Mrs. Funabiki: to come to church again¨
Mrs. Yamada: to come to church again and be saved¨
For Mrs. Tanaka and Mrs. Fujimoto, who came to the¨
Christmas Concert, to come to church again and be saved
Mr. Nakano: to come to church again¨
Property and/or building for the future of Kato BC¨
God's care, protection and blessing of Brother Yuki¨
Fukumoto, the Japanese man working with us.
That God would open the hearts of the people in Kato City¨
and other areas surrounding our church.
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