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2 Years! 
Believe it or not, since our last 
prayer letter in December, we 
have celebrated 2 years living in 
New Zealand! It’s amazing how 
quickly time goes by! In the 
past two years, we’ve seen our 
church established, over 20 
people saved, and over 20 
baptized to the glory of God! 
Progress can sometimes seem 
slow here in NZ, but make no 
mistake, it has been sure! Thank 
you for your investment into our 
family and ministry - eternity alone will show all that has been accomplished.

Busy January 
We’ve now lived in New Zealand for three Januarys, and I’ve come to dread them 
a little bit, because it feels like everyone disappears for a few weeks! School lets 
out for the summer here about two weeks before Christmas, and summer break 
continues into early February. As a result, nearly everyone takes their annual 
family holiday during these weeks. In fact, many smaller businesses close 
completely for a month or more (the music store next to our church was closed 
from Christmas until the first Monday of February). What this tends to mean 
from a ministry perspective is low attendances at church and a struggle to get 
anything done. Want tracts printed? Wait a month. Want to connect with folks? 
They’ll be back in two weeks. Before moving here, January was always a month 
where you hit the ground running. Now, I’m having to learn to take a breath and 
relax. 

All of that said, the Lord actually gave us a decently busy January in ministry 
elsewhere. We started the month by attending the South Island Family Camp, 
which is attended by a group of like-minded Baptist churches on the South 
Island. At this camp, Juliana enjoyed leading children’s classes each morning, and 
I had the chance to preach one day as well. 

The Monday after Family Camp, we hopped on a plane for a ministry trip to 
Sydney, Australia. There, I was privileged to preach for two different churches 
(Southland Baptist & Faith Baptist), and one young adults retreat, hosted by 
Faith Baptist. This meant I was able to preach seven times in four days, enjoy 
fellowship with some good Aussie friends, and the family was able to see some 
Sydney sights. We visited the Sydney Opera House, a kangaroo farm, and some 
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Family News 

Our family has had a pleasant 
but busy start to 2020. We took 
a ministry trip to Australia 
(more about that in the main 
body of the letter), kicked off a 
new year of ministry with our 
church, and have enjoyed our 
warm summer weather.  

Emma will be starting K-4 in 
just a few days time. Here in 
New Zealand, the school year 
starts each year in February 
with the conclusion of summer. 
We’ll be homeschooling our 
girls, and following this 
calendar to match NZ timing. 
It’s unbelievable to think my 
little girl is starting school 
already! 

HUTCHENS FAMILY 
Serving in Christchurch, New Zealand 

Family photo from a recent trip 
to Australia.Emma loved feeding these 

kangaroos at an animal 
park!
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beautiful seaside bluffs. All in all, it was a very busy, but very blessed trip that 
served as a bit of holiday for the family, but also a chance to be a blessing to 
others!

Upon our arrival back into Christchurch, I hopped another flight by myself to 
Auckland to spend a day of ministry with my good friend, Pastor Paul Brinkman. 
While there, we were able to spend a couple of hours soul winning and see a 
young man named Mickey trust Christ as His Saviour! What a blessing that short 
day trip was!

We finished the month with our annual Vision Sunday on January 26, as folks 
were finally arriving back in town from their various trips. Our theme for 2020 is 
“We Preach Christ” from I Corinthians 1:23, and on Vision Sunday, we discussed 
how we would preach Christ in our church as well as in our community. I’m 
excited for a fruitful 2020 ahead!

Building & Chinese Updates 

With the holiday shut down I described above, the process for completing the 
purchase of our building has been slowed. Primarily, this was because the engineers 
office was closed for four weeks, and we need their report to secure finance from 
the bank. Thankfully, two weeks ago they went through the building and completed 
their evaluation, and we are awaiting their final report even now. Provided the 
report shows the building to be at 67% of the new building standard code or above, 
financing will be secured, and we will go unconditional on the sale on 21 February. 
Just a couple of weeks after that, we should be able to take possession of the 
building and begin working hard to fill it up to the glory of God! We appreciate your 
continued prayers in this area!

Our Chinese ministry continues to do well, despite the fact that many of our 
Chinese returned to China for the summer break from the university (many of them 
are university students). As they return, we have found a unique ministry 
opportunity for which you can pray. This Friday, 14 February, the University of 
Canterbury will host an international student orientation day. During this event, 
various vendors can reserve a stall to promote their products and services. We 
inquired, and were given permission to set up a stall to promote our Friday Bible 
studies for the Chinese people! That means this Friday, we will be there handing out 
sausages, bottles of water, various church-branded gifts, tracts, and invitations to 
the international students! Obviously, we are targeting the Chinese, but praying that 
perhaps others might express interest as well. Please pray for this day of outreach!

Speaking of our Chinese, keep them in prayer as well with regards to the ongoing 
coronavirus epidemic. As I mentioned, many of our Chinese were in China not long 
ago, and many of them have voluntarily quarantined themselves upon their return. 
Furthermore, there are now some of our Chinese who are not allowed to return due 
to the New Zealand government shutting down all incoming traffic from China. 
And finally, we have some of our Chinese who have friends and family living in some 
of the harder hit spots, and needless to say, they are quite worried. It’s been a trying 
few weeks for them, and I’m sure they would appreciate your prayers for them!

Thank you for your continued prayers!
Sam, Juliana, Emma, & Alexa Hutchens
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Our theme for 2020:                 
We Preach Christ. 

Praises 

• Praise the Lord for a great 
ministry trip to Australia, with 
chances to preach, fellowship, 
and enjoy some family time! 

• Praise the Lord for an excellent 
Vision Sunday on 26 January. 

• Praise the Lord for forward 
progress in our building 
purchase…just a few more 
steps to go! 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for the international 
student orientation day at the 
University of Canterbury, as we 
work to reach incoming 
students. 

• Pray for the Chinese in our 
church who have been 
impacted by the coronavirus. 

• Pray for the remainder of the 
process of the purchase of this 
building and eventual move-in. 

• Pray for a fruitful 2020 in the 
ministry here in Christchurch! 
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