
Baptism after lockdown 

• Mission - Starting local, autonomous, Bible-believing, missionary-minded, Baptist churches 

• Field Address– 11 Jules Crescent, Bell Block, New Plymouth, New Zealand 4312 

• E-Mail Address– pipersnz@xtra.co.nz 

• Sending Church– Prairie Baptist Church, 11210 E PQ Ave., Scotts, MI 49088; (269) 626-8291; 
Pastor Tom Harrison 

• Mission Board– Baptist World Mission, PO Box 2149, Decatur, AL 35602; (256)353-2221 

Greetings from mostly Covid-free New Zealand!  We had no cases for about 24 days, and 
we, thankfully, only had 22 deaths that were suspected or confirmed and they were all 
elderly with pre-existing conditions, but now overseas visitors have brought in a few cases.   
We have been blessed as we live in small island country that could LOCKDOWN and keep 
out disease.   We were all told to “Stay home, stay safe!”  “Don’t go out of your bubble!”   
We were in very strict lockdown for seven weeks and it slightly lessened over time.   We 
were unable to meet for regular church for over 10 weeks but are now meeting freely!  We 
were able to have a baptismal service with three people who wanted to obey the Lord.     

 

The weather was beautiful during lockdown, so Garth and I were able to take lots of walks 
and bike rides  and enjoy the beauty.  We’ve been part of Red Cross for years, so we were 
able to help fill in for older Meals on Wheels drivers who weren’t allowed out and also de-
liver some food boxes.   

We checked on our church family regularly and had online services.  That was exciting!  
The Comstocks and we took turns at our own homes until we were able to join “bubbles.”  
Then, when we were able to have 10 in a group, we split up again and hosted up to ten in 
each of our homes.  It was good to have fellowship again!  It was good to hear that many 
people that we never expected to watch our online services said that they had checked it 
out.  We know your churches have had to adjust as well!   It makes us all appreciate the 
fellowship we can take for granted. May God be glorified through all this worldwide trial.  
The end times are looking a lot closer! 

Another thing that was new was our Bible college classes went online.  Garth has taught 
two classes this term: Church History and Personal Development (dealing with finances, 
etc.).  He’s presently teaching a class on integrity in the ministry.   We missed having Teen 
Camp but hope to have it in October instead.  

 We appreciate your faithful prayers and financial support, even through all the chaos.   
We pray that God takes care of your needs and uses each of you to make a difference for 
Him.   We pray for wisdom for ourselves to know how to be used as well.   God is so faith-
ful!   

Pray for: 

A different building for our church 

Our election In September – If you have questions about this, I can answer privately 

Grant for some testing in his Army Training 

Lydia and Cameron and the boys as they’re in the states for a three-
month trip– they hope to see some of you and spend time with family. 

Wisdom in dealing with helping others with the impact of Covid job 
losses, etc. 

 

Thank You for your Faithful Support, 

Garth & Lynette Piper 
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