
 
Dear Pastor and Praying Friends:      January 24, 2021 

As a new Christian in March of 1982 my Youth Pastor, Brother Eugene Nichols, encouraged me to work on Bible 
memorization to clean up my mind, my body, and my life.  He gave me many verses to memorize, which I did with great 
enthusiasm!  One of those portions of scripture which I memorized at that time is so pertinent to what I and we all are going 
through today.  During these trying times in our lives, we can still do what Brother Nichols encouraged me to do all those 
years ago from Proverbs 3:5-6.  “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  Thank you, Brother Nichols, for your love of the Lord then and for 
loving me and for counselling me then to do what I still need to be doing today in my life and ministry! 

The theme for our church and my life for this year is “Two or Three in His Name”.  Many times I have been so busy and 
consumed with trying to be and do so many things for so many people that the two or three have slipped through the cracks.  
I have not always felt really bad about that, because most didn’t slip through the cracks.  Now many things have changed, 
and many doors are closed.  However, not all doors are closed!  My Pastor, Pastor Mike Creed, told me recently, “Steve, here 
at Independent, we are looking at what we can do instead of what we can’t do.”  What a great encouragement that was to 
me!  There is so, so very much that we can do for the Lord!   
 
Since my first visit to the Dominican Republic 27 years ago, the Dominican has always been a place where the doors have 
been wide open for evangelism.  Others here may have had a different experience, but since this pandemic there has been a 
fear from people in our community of us spreading COVID-19 to their homes and communities.  So we have not been able to 
door knock in a mass evangelism effort the way we have in the past.  Realizing this, but realizing that there are still so many 
open doors available to us to get the gospel out, I have asked our people to consider reaching 2 our 3 people in Jesus’ name.  
We still go to the grocery store, to the gas station, to restaurants, back and forth to work, etc.  We have an opportunity to 
continue to reach our friends, our neighbors, our co-workers, and maybe even reach them in a way that we did not before.  
We have started “Operation Two or Three” in our church (Operación Dos o Tres) and will be organizing, encouraging, and 
helping one another do all we can to reach 2 or 3 in His name.  Maybe some will reach 2 or 3 a week, in winning them to the 
Lord, or in witnessing to them, or in loving on them and helping them.  Maybe others will reach 2 or 3 in a month.  And 
maybe others still will reach 2 or 3 during this year.  We will be giving testimonies each week of what God is doing in our 
lives in going through the doors of opportunity that God opens to us each week, and sharing miracles that God does! 
 
One open door is that Brother Oliver and his wife Elizabeth will be going to Fantino to work there full-time.  They have been 
going there on the weekends and having a Saturday service and Sunday services, because they did not have the finances to 
be there full-time.  They still have the financial need, but have decided to go there and trust the Lord to provide with what 
they have coming in.  I personally, and our church, will do all we can to help them, but please pray for them.   
 
My wife and I have been working with a couple named Ronny and Marly, a young couple who has been recently saved and 
attending our church.  We are going to have a meal at their home this coming week.  During our midweek service, this week, 
they let me know that they want to follow the Lord in believer´s baptism.  They and many others in our church have really 
grown from listening to a daily message that I have sent to them over the WhatsApp application.  It has been exciting to see 
them and many of our people who have gone from having no church services to having 2-3 a week, and having the service 
times change 10 different times with different schedules because of nation-wide curfews that the government has imposed.  
Presently our services are Thursdays at 5-6 p.m., Sunday School at 9-10 a.m., Sunday morning service at 10-11 a.m., and 
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Sunday afternoon service at 4-5 p.m.  Our building has been able to be comfortably full, with social distancing requirements 
being obeyed.  God has worked in all of our lives in a wonderful way.   
 
I close this letter for now, saying thank you for helping us keep the doors open for the gospel here in the Dominican 
Republic.  Our 12 churches are all trying to stay faithful in walking through the doors of great opportunity that God has for 
us!  As I mentioned in the beginning of my letter – thank you, Brother Nichols for encouraging me through Bible 
memorization to “In all my ways acknowledge Him, so that He can continue to direct my path”.  We are so excited so see 
what God is going to do here this year in each of us reaching 2 or 3 in His name! 
 
Your friends and servants in the Dominican Republic,                 

Steve, Nohemy and Sarah Sidler                        
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