
 
 
Dear Family, Friends and Supporters,  
Wow, time flies! It is already spring here in NZ and our time has changed so we are 
enjoying longer days as North America goes into autumn with shorter days. Our 
winter was pretty mild so we certainly can’t complain. In July, Garth was teaching his 
teen class on Revelation so we had the teens and some of the adults over every 
Sunday for lunch and a prophetic movie between services. It was a great time to be 
reminded of the shortness of time and the need to be witnessing to others. Our rest 
home services are always a reminder of the urgency of people’s needs.  

In August, the New Zealand Baptist Bible Training students came back for supposedly 
three more weeks of classes. Craig Comstock, our co-worker, taught this time and we 
hosted the six young ladies at our house.  Then a case of Covid got into the 
community so our prime minister shut down the whole country with a hard 

lockdown. It started out with ‘’three days’’ but since we know that isn’t 
necessarily how it goes, the parents of the three ladies from Hamilton 
(on the North Island) asked that they drive home quickly. The hard 
lockdown (only leaving your house to get groceries or medical help or 
exercise in your neighborhood) ended up lasting for three weeks. We 
had the two South Island ladies and one of our young ladies stay with us 
through that time. The Hamilton ladies were able to return just before 
the end of the second class, which continued online through lockdown. 
We had an exciting five weeks overall, with lots of food cooked and 

consumed😊. We pray that these classes and time together help 
prepare these ladies and our young man, Antony (who many of you 
have met on our last furlough), for whatever the Lord has for them.  

One is working on her second year and several are praying about doing the second year of the program next year. Because we have 
two pastors at our church who are willing to teach, we will have the students for 11 weeks this year. Thanks for your prayers 
concerning this program preparing our young people to be the leaders of the future. 

Garth has been spending some time this spring helping some of our dairy farmers milk cows, feed calves and do whatever is helpful.  
The men from our church have a Bible study out on the farm during calving when the farmers can’t leave because of the heavy work 
load. Between long hours on the farms, with hard physical labor and isolation, farmers can struggle with mental and spiritual health. 
Garth, Craig, Antony and his brother also helped with taking down fences and other jobs to help one of our families who are moving 
off their property with their shed, sheep, etc. Ministry can be varied!  

We are still able to put our church flyers in letter boxes when it is not lock down. We are not sure how long that will last. Our very 
liberal government is working at making new laws which would make gender on birth certificates be determined at a later time; 
another new law makes it illegal to give any counsel or pray with someone who is confused about their gender. New hate speech 
laws have been introduced that restrict everything you say, print, etc. if they feel it offends.  Violation of the new laws can result in 
high fines and or jail time (including parents and pastors). Times are changing quickly! Travel has been very restricted, especially 
here in NZ. All mail has been stopped from the states (they say they don’t have enough transport, so don’t bother sending cards, 
etc.). Obviously, being an island country makes us very isolated anyway.  We are grateful we still have internet at this time for 
communication. Thank you for your support and prayers! Those aren’t restricted (at least not the prayers!!!!). May God bless and 
keep you!    
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