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She’s Here! 
Our 3rd daughter, Samantha 
Jane, was due the final week of 
October, but decided she’d 
rather be a November baby 
instead. Just after midnight on 
November 3rd, Juliana woke me 
to tell me she was in labor! Off 
to the hospital a couple of 
hours later, and Samantha made 
her entry into the world just 
after 5:00 AM, weighing 7 lbs 5 
oz, and measuring 20.5 inches 
long. She and mom (or mum, as 
Kiwis would say) are both doing great!

Building Update 
Many of you have been praying with us for the past 18 months or so as we have 
pursued the purchase of a building for our church. It’s been an incredibly long 
process, partly due to structural problems that were discovered during the 
process of purchasing, and partly due to the delays of COVID-19 and the 
subsequent two month lockdown from earlier in the year. 

A few weeks back, we finally received the document we had been waiting on - a 
detailed seismic assessment of the building, which documented exactly what 
needed fixing to bring the building up to code in earthquake-prone Christchurch. 
We then had one of the men of our church who is a builder start running cost 
assessments and collecting quotes. Ultimately, we came up with a figure of how 
much it would cost to fix the building, and reached out to the sellers to negotiate 
a price with this new information.

Unfortunately, within a couple of days, the sellers responded to us to say that 
they no longer intended on selling the building. We tried to do some digging on a 
potential price or a reason for their sudden change of heart, but were 
unsuccessful at discovering either. Therefore, we were forced to conclude that 
the Lord has shut the door on that building for the time being.

While we are disappointed to have that door close, we are at the same time 
grateful for definitive leading from the Lord on this matter. I believe our church 
family’s faith has been stretched over the last 18 months, as we saw God open 
some doors we thought might never open. While we remain in our current 
building situation for now, we press forward confident that the Lord will give us 
exactly the building we need in His timing. Please keep this matter in prayer!
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Family News 

Thank you for your prayers for 
Juliana and for our new 
daughter. I’m thankful to say 
that delivery was quick and 
smooth, and Samantha is a 
healthy and happy little girl. 

Emma and Alexa have enjoyed 
having a new sister. Emma was 
thrilled from the start, while 
Alexa was a bit more uncertain. 
After “holding” her new sister 
for a few minutes though, 
Alexa warmed right up and has 
fallen in love with her too. 

Juliana is feeling great, with no 
complications in recovery. I’m 
working from home for a few 
days to help around the house, 
and we’re enjoying life as a 
family of 5!

HUTCHENS FAMILY 
Serving in Christchurch, New Zealand 

Samantha Jane Hutchens           
Born 3 November 2020 @ 5:02 AMAlexa enjoys holding her baby 

sister for the first time.
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Recent Salvations 
We have seen some several more people saved recently! Here are their stories!

Last letter, I wrote to you about the salvation of Tiger - what a tremendous 
blessing that was. Since then, Tiger has been faithful to Sunday services, and has 
been asking questions and soaking up information like a sponge! It has been 
awesome to watch he and his wife Fiona growing in their faith!

Since then, we have seen two more Chinese salvations. The first one is a lady 
named Maggie. Maggie and her husband, Walker, are another couple who have 
been coming for quite some time now - about the same amount of time as Tiger 
and Fiona. They’ve faithfully attended the Friday night Bible studies, but have 
never really indicated they were getting close to being ready to be saved. Well, 
two Friday nights ago, Maggie said she was ready, and placed her faith in Jesus for 
salvation! Walker has not yet made that decision, but surely seeing his wife saved 
has made an impact on his heart, much in the way Fiona’s decision to be saved 
earlier this year made an impact on Tiger. Continue to pray for Walker!

Christine is one of our newer attendees. She moved to New Zealand back around 
the first of the year, and began attending church mid-winter, around the time we 
started our new Chinese Sunday services in July. It was in July that I began a 
verse-by-verse sermon series with the Chinese from the book of John. As you can 
imagine, the verses of John 1 concerning Jesus’ identity as the Word, the Light, 
and the Lamb sparked some serious questions with Christine! For about six 
Sundays in a row, I would spend half an hour or so after church sitting with her 
and answering her (very insightful) questions. She understood my answers, but 
struggled to accept them. Her responses were often along the lines of “That 
makes sense, but how do I know if it’s all actually true?” We had many talks 
about the nature of faith, and how without it, one cannot come to God! 

Recently, for about a month, Christine sort of disappeared. I kept praying for 
her, but didn’t see her for several weeks. Then, two Sundays ago, she walked into 
the service with a smile on her face. She stated her exams and studies had kept 
her away (she’s a university student), but she was glad to be back, and promised 
to keep coming. Then, the following Friday night, she made the decision to trust 
Christ herself after the Bible study! This past Sunday, there was a noticeable 
difference in her demeanor. I couldn’t help but notice a big smile on her face as 
we sang “One Day” & “I Know Whom I Have Believed.” Praise the Lord!

And finally, we recently saw a Kiwi man come to Christ! Andrew came as a guest 
of one of our church members, Zac, several weeks ago. Since then, he’s been 
coming regularly. I sat down with him a couple of weeks back and witnessed to 
him for a while, but he wasn’t ready. However, in the month of November, I’m 
preaching of the “I Am” statements of Christ from the book of John. First, I 
preached “I Am the Bread of Life”, and this past weekend “I Am the Door.” 
Sunday night after church, Zac had Andrew over to his house, and after 
witnessing to him again, Andrew bowed his head and trusted Christ as well! He’s 
very excited to have been saved, and to start growing in Christ! Zac is also 
tremendously encouraged to see his friend come to Christ!

God is working in New Zealand! Thank you for your continued support!

Thank you for your continued prayers!
Sam, Juliana, Emma, & Alexa Hutchens
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Some of the Chinese show up for 
an early Bible study on Friday. 

Praises 

• Praise the Lord for continued 
freedom from COVID-19 in 
New Zealand, and subsequent 
uninterrupted ministry. 

• Praise the Lord for the salvation 
of three more precious souls - 
Maggie, Christine, & Andrew. 

• Praise the Lord for the smooth 
delivery of a beautiful new 
baby girl! 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for our family as we 
continue to transition into life 
as a family of 5! 

• Pray for our these who have 
recently been saved, as we 
work to disciple them. 

• Pray for Walker, the husband of 
Maggie. He still needs to be 
saved. 

• Pray for our upcoming 
application for residency status 
here in New Zealand - we are 
eligible to apply in January 
2021. 
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