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Summer Evangelism Blessings  
 This past summer has been incredibly busy but full of great blessings.  We began with 
our annual church barbecue at the beginning of the summer.  We had an amazing turn-out 
with over 40 people attending.  Pastor Murakami from Grace Kobe Baptist Church in Kobe, 
Japan came and preached for us.  Everyone in attendance heard a clear presentation of the 
gospel.  
 The week after the barbecue, our church hosted a violin concert at a local music café.  
A Christian professional violinist travelled from Osaka to play for us.  We made several new 
contacts during the concert.  It was a blessing to see all our church members getting involved 
and serving for these special events.   
 We were blessed to have two groups of people visit us at different times over the 
summer.  Sarah’s parents, Pastor and Mrs. Jim Townsley were able to visit for two weeks at 
the beginning of August.  During the time they were with us, Aomori was holding a large 
festival called Nebuta.  This festival takes place for 7 days with a large parade every night.  
Every year during the Nebuta festival, about 3 million people come to watch and it is a unique 
opportunity for us to get the gospel into the hands of people from all over Japan and the 
world.  Typically, we pass out gospel tracts before the parade at night.  The response usually 
ranges from disinterest to disgust, but this year we decided to pass out fans with a gospel 
message on it.  We couldn’t give them out fast enough, people were coming up to us and 
asking for fans.  We are praying that the seeds planted will bear fruit. 
 At the end of August, we had one of our supporting pastors, Pastor Corrigan from Sligo 
Baptist Church visit us along with his daughter Marie and a young lady in their church, Bryce.  
We had a great time of fellowship during the time they were with us.  We passed out over 
1000 topical Bibles in our town and held a special kids’ summer festival.  We had invited many 
of our friends to the festival, but no one had confirmed they would be coming.  On the morning 
of the festival, I was praying that we would have at least someone show up.  We ended up 
having 15 kids come to the festival.  It was a challenge to my faith!  During the Bible lesson, I 
shared the story of Jonah which none of the kids had ever heard before.   

As many of you may be aware, the 2020 Olympics will be held 
in Tokyo Japan next summer.  We are excited to take this opportunity 
to try and get the gospel out to people from all over the world.  BIMI 
is organizing a special Olympic Outreach Connect Trip during this 
time.  If you are interested in being involved in this special 
opportunity, please visit www.bimi.org/connect for more 
information.  We will send out a letter with more information as the 
time gets closer, but please begin to pray for this exciting time next 
summer.  

God bless, 
    
 Paul, Sarah, Timothy, Karen, Ethan and Joshua Johnson 
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