
How we praise the Lord for all He has done in Sagada in 
the last few months!  Though our summer months were 
slow, as many of our folks were away for different family 
obligations, the Lord still did some marvelous things.  
After summer ended, our attendance quickly picked up 
again and new opportunities for outreach have opened 
up for us.  We’ve seen 8 professions of faith over the last 
few months.  Please pray for these ones as we disciple 
and encourage them to take the next step of believer’s 
baptism.


Summer Activities   
For our annual youth missions trip this year we assisted 
another young church like ours.  Located in the southern 
part of Baguio City about a six-hour journey from 
Sagada, Redemption Baptist Church was encouraged to 
have us come alongside and assist in their first-annual 
evangelistic meetings.  Our time was spent in outreach 
each morning and afternoon and in holding evangelistic 
meetings each evening.  Our church had the privilege of 
providing the special music and testimonies, and I had 
the privilege of preaching for each service.  One of the  

greatest blessings for me was to see our young people 
be involved in ministering through soulwinning and 
music.  The greatest blessing was to see one soul saved, 
and that person was one of our own young people who 
had recently started attending church.  Our young people 
all had great attitudes and were willing to serve in any 
way needed.  We praise the Lord for His blessing and 
protection on this trip.


For Father’s Day, we honored the two faithful fathers in 
our church.  I thank the Lord for these men as they 
endeavor to lead their families spiritually.  Although we 

had invited many other fathers to attend, and received 
many promises, none of them came.  It is incredibly 
difficult to get men from our community into church.  All 
the surrounding communities are the same as the men of 
Mountain Province spend much of their time drinking 
with their “friends” instead of taking care of their families.  
The fathers who attended our service received a gift of a 
small tool set and reading materials designed to help 
them learn become better fathers.


The last Sunday of June we had our first annual Friend 
Day.  Many of our church folks were involved in the 
preparation and the inviting of their friends and families.  
For an entire month before this event, our folks were 
encouraged to be personally involved in and to pray that 
God would bring visitors for this special day.  God 
answered our prayers as we had several first time 
visitors, and we had 75 total in attendance that day.  My 
wife and I were blessed to see the excitement of many of 
our folks, mostly baby Christians, as they saw God 
answer their prayers.  That day our Sunday school 
department was involved in the special music which was 
a blessing to everyone in attendance.  This is a great 
burden for me because there are so many broken 
families in Sagada.  Most of my counseling sessions are 
with people suffering with broken families.  This is 
because of the lack of male leadership in the home.
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In July we lost a dear lady in our church.  The Lord called 
sister Juliet Dogao home to heaven on July 6th after a 
short struggle with colon cancer.  Sister Juliet had a great 
impact in our church and in her workplace and 
community.  One of the family members present was a 
niece that traveled from Vancouver, Canada for the 
funeral.  She testified that sister Juliet led her to the Lord 
when she was a little girl.  


Sister Juliet lived in one of the northern villages of 
Sagada.  You may remember from a prayer letter sent 
over a year ago, she would often try to catch a ride to 
church from a passing vehicle as she walked, once even 
arriving in a dump truck.  If she couldn’t get a ride, she 
would walk the entire distance from her house to the 
church which could take about 1 to 1.5 hours depending 
on the weather.  I had the privilege of preaching at her 
funeral and burial service.  Sister Juliet was an 
elementary school teacher.  It is a tradition for teachers 
all over Sagada to attend funerals of fellow teachers—
both active and retired.  The Department of Education 
allows schools to either have half day or cancel the entire 
school day so that teachers are able to attend such 
events.  I praise the Lord that he gave me the opportunity 
to clearly present the gospel to hundreds of attenders 
that day.


Please pray for Luis, the husband of sister Juliet.  He is 
unsaved and deeply rooted in his pagan practices and 
beliefs, however he is open and willing to have Bible 
studies with me.  Please pray for his salvation as we 
begin our Bible studies.  Sister Juliet left 9 children 
besides her husband.  Please pray for them as they 
grieve over her loss and for their salvation.


Unique Opportunities for 
Outreach 
Spiritual attacks have become frequent at our local high 
school again since the beginning of the new school year 
in June.  Many students have been attacked not only in 
the high school in our town but in many other 
surrounding communities as well.  We find ourselves 
feeling much as Amy Carmicheal did when she would try 
to describe the paganism around her—words simply are 

not adequate to describe the incomprehensible 
stronghold of Satan in our place of service because of 
centuries of paganism and sin.  Today, pagan rituals are 
still very much a part of their culture.  We praise the Lord, 
however, that the students whom we have counseled in 
spiritual warfare are no longer experiencing demonic 
attacks because they have learned how to walk in 
freedom.  Over the last year, by God’s grace, I have 
learned a great deal about spiritual warfare and am 
thankful that we have been able to teach these young 
people how to walk in freedom.  Their classmates have 
been asking them what is really happening in their 
school.  They have approached our young people 
because last year they were the victims of spiritual 
attacks, but this year they are not.  Our young people 
have been taking these times as opportunities to witness 
to their classmates.  Many doors are now open for them 
to try to win their friends to the Lord.  The undeniable 
evidence of freedom in our young people’s lives has 
served as an extremely powerful tool for the presentation 
of the gospel.  A young lady from our church, who really 
struggled last year, said, “I told them that, yes, I was one 
of those that was attacked, but let me tell you what 
Jesus did for me!”  What an awesome God we serve!


This has also opened a door of opportunity for us to 
reach out to more young people in our community.  I am 
currently working on putting everything that we have 
experienced and learned over the last year about 
spiritual attacks into a small book form.  The Lord gave 
me this idea because of the questions that many people 
were asking. So many times when an “episode” happens 
at the school the staff and teachers do not know what to 
expect and how to help the students.  The students are 
often just left until the “episode” is done or if it prolongs 
to have them carried to the hospital.  Once completed, 
we will be able to distribute the material to all the schools 
nearby.  The book will explain what is going on, who is 
behind it all, and how to defeat the enemy.  I’ve also 
included a portion about how their pagan practices play 
a major role in the spiritual attacks and most importantly 
a clear presentation of the gospel.  Please pray that we 
will be able to complete this book very soon.
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The Lord opened up another opportunity for us to have a 
home Bible study.  Gina, the lady that hosts the Bible 
studies, attended our anniversary and was very 
impressed with our young people.  Though not yet a 
believer, she is concerned about the younger generation 
in Sagada.  She sees the vices that most young people 
are involved in and has a desire to do her part to help the 
younger generations to make better decisions.  There are 
about 5 ladies that attend the Bible studies.  They are all 
part of the weaving society in Sagada.  Please pray for 
these ladies’ salvation.  I sense that they are very hungry 
for the truth.  They all come from very religious 
backgrounds, so it is essential that we make sure they 
fully understand salvation.  


This particular home Bible studies opened up a unique 
opportunity for me to reach more people with the gospel.  
Gina has a brother that owns a provincial newspaper 
company.  For a long time, they have been asking church 
leaders to write a religious column in their newspaper.  
They have not had any one take their request because 
most church leaders here refuse to write for many 
reasons.  When Gina asked me if I would write for them, I 
gladly took the opportunity and challenge.  The 
newspaper is circulated in the entire Benguet and 
Mountain Province area, so the potential to reach many 
people is great.  I named our column with the same 
name as our radio program Truth for Today.  The 
newspaper has an online version which is 
www.northphiltimes.blogspot.com.  You can type truth  
for today in the search box.


Family Update   

Thank you to those who continue to pray for 
Matthias.  His health problem continues to become 
more complicated with each passing appointment.  


While we continue to search for answers, his 
condition continues to decline.  His heart hurts a 

majority of the time, he feels dizzy 
very often and has frequent 
complicated migraines.  He has little 
stamina and tires very easily.  Tests of 
the heart have revealed only trivial 
regurgitation of both the tricuspid and 
mitral valves.  These minor heart 
problems cannot be the cause of such 
a wide-spread health problem.  He 
was diagnosed some months ago with 
a “mild restrictive lung disorder”, but 
as the pediatric-pulmonologist as well 
as the pediatric-cardiologist work 
together to find the root of the 
problem, they both feel the root may 
actually be something neurological.  
Last week Matthias saw a pediatric-
neurologist in Manila.  We are very 
please with her and thank God for 

sending us yet another caring and knowledgeable 
doctor to help us to discover the answers we need.  
She suspects that he is still having night-time 
seizures like he did in the past but a different kind of 
seizures.  He does not sleep well at all and often 
moans in his sleep.  Right now, there are a few 
concerns she has, but is addressing them one at a 
time starting with the most serious.  This coming 
Tuesday Matthias will have a follow up appointment 
with her to discuss the results of his recent MRI and 
EEG.  Please pray for Matthias to have grace as he 
faces this trial and for the doctors and us to have 
wisdom in order to discover the true source of and 
then solution for his illness.


We thank God that our children are such a huge 
part of our ministry.  Each of them are growing in 
their own personal walks with the Lord, and it is a 
joy to see Him most definitely at work in their lives.   
Pastor Frank Denisi, who knows our children well, 
calls our children “Kid Missionaries” instead of 
“Missionary Kids”.  This is a fitting description of 
our children.  Our family has come up with a saying 
that we like to use when things are hard, especially 
for our children:  “Missionary kids go along for the 
ride; kid missionaries push the truck!”  Our children 
are hard-working and passionate about the ministry 
God has called us to, which is a blessing for us as 
parents, but often a burden for them.  Ministry 
struggles are deep and real to them.  When people 
fall away or make bad decisions, our children’s 
hearts are broken along with ours.  Because of this, 

we have felt it is very important to help them to “get 
away”.  We have not really ever “gotten away” since 
we came to the Philippines, so we as their parents 
have been praying about how we can help them in 
this way.  God miraculously provided for us to go as 
a family to attend camp at Common Ground Baptist 
Camp in Cebu, a ministry of Pastor Travis Lewis 
and North Cebu Baptist Church.  We were able to 
see many other American missionaries that we have 
been friends with through the last several years.  It 
was a tremendous blessing to sit under the 
preaching of God’s Word and to enjoy the 
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encouragement and fellowship of other Christian 
workers and laypeople. During our time in Cebu 
we also spent a week with our dear friends, the 
Cabuntala family.  Their children are all near the 
ages of our children and are likewise very involved 
in the ministry of their parents.  We spent much 
time enjoying one another’s company and sharing 
one another’s burdens.  Our visit was longer than 
anticipated as Emma-Joy actually contracted 
amebiasis while we were at the camp and needed 
several days to recover before we could fly back 
to our island.  At the end of our time with the 
Cabuntala’s when Emmy nearly recovered, we were 
able to visit an amazing zoo.  Our children had a 
great time seeing the animals and spending time 
with their friends.  We were all sad to say “good-
bye”, but are praying we will be able to see them 
again next year.


The very first weekend we returned from Cebu, God 
sent our family a wonderful surprise!  Evangeline 
Memeg and many of her family members visited our 
church.  Evangeline and her friend Gizel are from 
one of our faithful supporting churches, Lion’s Gate 
Baptist Church where Pastor Joshua Towns is the 
pastor.  Evangeline and Gizel both hold a special 
place in our hearts as God used both of these 
ladies, who are originally from Mountain Province, 
to confirm our calling to Sagada in 2009.  The Lord 
sent Evangeline to Sagada at a very low point in our 
lives to be an unspeakable blessing to our family.  
Originally being from our area, she understands the 
many difficulties of being a Christian in her area and 
of starting a church in such a pagan place.  As she 
thanked us, weeping, for coming to Sagada and 
continuing amidst much great adversity coming 
from many sources, our hearts were greatly 
encouraged to keep pressing on.  We were given 
the privilege of spending the day with her family.  
Simply getting to her place was an adventure in 
itself.  “Visitation” in Sagada is always an adventure.  
We crossed a suspension bridge (which doesn’t 

seem it will be suspended much longer), praying 
every step of the way that we wouldn’t plug into the 
river beneath.  After hiking a ways we arrived at 
their home.  It was a delight to meet her family and 
spend time singing with those who know Christ and 
meeting those who have not yet accepted him.  
Please pray for Evangeline’s parents.  Neither of 
them are saved, but her father told us before we left 
that he would like if we return there again.  We are 
praying that God will make it possible for us to hold 
Bible studies there. Evangeline’s mother cannot 
leave her home and her father is quite weak in his 
legs, so attending church is not a possiblity for 
them.  Her father is an elder (one who assists in the 
worshipping of the “ancestral spirits”) in his 
community which means that the devil will put up a 
great fight when we try to bring the gospel to him.  
Evangeline’s visit was used by God to help us to 
have a renewed vision of God’s calling in our lives:  
“Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not 
where Christ was named, lest I should build upon 
another man's foundation:  But as it is written, To 
whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and 
they that have not heard shall understand.” (Rom. 
15: 20, 21)


Thank you once again for your faithful prayers.  God 
Almighty is doing amazing things in Sagada, and He 
is using you to help us remain as vessels for His 
use.  Thank you!
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