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                                     Victor and Morella Páez – Preaching Christ in Caracas, Venezuela 

 Ministry Update       April – June 2021  
 
AND WE GOT SICK WITH COVID!  No matter how hard we tried to protect ourselves, dealing closely with people every day did 
not help. So we both got the virus, and soon after had to be hospitalized. My wife Morella was not as seriously affected and is 
now in good condition. But it hit me really hard, got bilateral pneumonia, and doctors say I was very close to being intubated. 
Morella was released early, but I had to stay in the hospital for 10 days. After being released, I was assisted at home by an 
oxygen concentrator for seven days, and still remain resting at home a bit short of breath when exerting myself. But, praise the 
Lord, I have been feeling better with the passing of days. Thank you very much for your prayers during this trying time. But I do 
appreciate you keep praying for my full recovery. The Lord is giving us the opportunity to keep serving Him in Venezuela, and we 
thank and praise Him for it! - Psalms 34:6 “This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.” 
 
JUNIOR BIBLE COLLEGE (JBC) - A GREAT SUCCESS, A STRATEGIC PROGRAM – The space occupied by this section 

should give you an idea of its importance to us. And let 
me to tell you why. This summer we did something 
completely out of the box. When Bible College students 
went home for the summer, we started a 12-week 
program for teens ages 14 to 17 called Junior Bible 
College or JBC. Registered teens would stay in dorms 
from Thursday to Saturday, and go home from Sunday to 
Wednesday. It was a mixture of summer Bible camp in a 
Bible College environment. I do not know if that makes 
sense to you, but it did to us. And glory to God, we had 
53 teens registered. 
 

In the mornings they would follow the routine of a Bible college student, with sessions 
specially thought out for them, chapel, etc. In the afternoons, they would do sports, 
had choir practice, or attend optional sessions of interest to them. And in the evening, 
they had an explosive preaching service. For this, we counted with a very efficient 
team of Bible college students and teaching staff, visiting preachers and the support 
of some church members. And the results were so astounding, that I regret not having 
thought of this before. JBC has impacted our teens like no summer camp, youth 
conference or teen related activity we had had before. 
 
We are ourselves impressed by the fruit in lives changed. At least two thirds of these kids now want to join our Bible college when 
they finish high school, with a number of them having already registered for the coming semester. I can only imagine the impact 
this program could have in our Bible college and the spreading of the gospel in Venezuela in years to come. Reason why we are 
already planning for JBC 2022. We want to have at least 100 teens attending our main campus and 50 our extension campus, 
for a total of 150. That is almost triple the number we just had. 
 

But in order to have 100 teens in dorms in our main 
campus, we will need more bunkbeds and mattresses, 
as well as a special budget allocation for food and 
related expenses. The total number of beds in our main 
campus dorms is now of 50. So we need to add 25 
bunkbeds and 50 mattresses. Otherwise, we will not be 
able to touch the lives of those 100 teens we are already 
praying for. These beds and mattresses would obviously 
remain in our dorms, ready for the expected growth in 
registrations for the 2022 fall semester and forward.  
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JBC 2022 will run from July 20 to September 17. And even though it is a new program, it has become strategic to us because of 
its short-term impact in our Teens and Youth Ministries, the medium-term impact it will have in our Bible College, and its long-
term impact in church growth and our church planting and missions’ programs. So we both need to pray the Lord to make JBC 
happen next year for those 100 teens! 

CHILDREN CHURCH MINISTRY EXPANDING RAPIDLY 
In my last update I talked about this new ministry of our 
church. Its purpose is to take the gospel to children in the 
slums of the city of Caracas at least once a week, and 
eventually to their families and communities. And if there is no 
independent Baptist church in any of those communities, 
Bible college students will start Bible cells, expecting some of 
them to eventually become churches. You can find numerous 
Pentecostal and charismatic churches in the barrios of our city 
(none of them preaching the gospel), but rarely find an 
independent Baptist church. 
 

 We have so far launched 15 children churches, all of them in 
church member’s homes, and each conducted by a team of 
trained teachers and helpers. Because most kids in the barrios 
are undernourished, we are providing attendees with a good 
meal cooked on the premises, with food coming from the 
combined effort of a number of Canadian churches, and 
channeled through Bethel Baptist Church in London, Ontario. 
Food is purchased in Miami, USA, and shipped to Venezuela 
through a trusted freight forwarder. If you want to know details 
about how you or your church could be part of this program, write 
me a note. 

  
We are currently touching the lives of at least 600 kids weekly with the message of the gospel and a 
hot meal. Our original goal was to establish 20 Children Churches in the city of Caracas. But now we 
plan to add 15 more through churches in the cities of Valencia, Macuto, La Guaira and Caraballeda. 
In all, that would make 35 Children Churches for an expected average of 1300 kids weekly.  
  
God is doing wonderful things in the lives of many of the attending kids and their families. Souls are 
being saved and lives transformed by the power of the gospel. Thank you for praying and making 
yourself part of this ministry.  
 
 

CHALLENGES FACED WITH NEW STRATEGIES 
 Because the pandemic is wreaking havoc in the population of 
our city, the authorities are maintaining restrictions on places of 
worship. But if you add to that the fact that our country’s deep 
political and economic crisis has brought an acute shortage of 
fuel, the disappearance of public transportation service (buses) 
after 4:00 pm, and a self-imposed curfew after 6:00 pm, you 
would probably understand why no church in the metropolitan 

area (the valley) of Caracas is having evening services. 
That's right, we have neither Sunday nor midweek evening 
services. 
 
For this reason, we have three Preaching and Sunday 
School services on Sunday morning and early afternoon, 
while our three youth groups meet on Saturday morning. All 
other preaching or teaching is done through social media. To 
us, churches in “the valley” of Caracas, there is no way to 
escape this format. But that is how things are “in the valley,” 
not in barrios or slums of our city, most located on the hills 
and mountains surrounding “the valley.” 
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 Because many barrios are under gang control, police and other government 
authorities -all based in “the valley”- do not dare to set foot in them. Therefore, 
little can be done to regulate the activities of places of worship in a barrio. These 
challenges and circumstances being faced by churches in Caracas have moved 
us to rethink the way to fulfil our mission as a church, and to change our church 
planting strategy for our city. 
 
Our original plan called for the planting of 20 churches in “the valley,” not in the 
barrios of our city. But many of our church members living in the barrios cannot 
attend church on Sunday morning anymore, because they live too far away and 
rely on public transportation to get to it. So it was evident to us that we needed 
to change our original plan and decided to start planting churches in the barrios. 
Praise the Lord, we have been able to plant five new churches, and this in the 
worst of times to do so. And even though a number of our members are now 
attending these new churches, our attendance has kept growing. 
 
LA MARIPOSA BAPTIST CHURCH – NEW CHURCH PLANTED IN CARACAS 
 Some of our new churches in the barrios of Caracas are meeting in homes and open spaces. It is the case of La Mariposa Baptist 

Church. Its pastor is Ramon Guzman, a graduate from 
our Bible college.  He and his family (picture above) 
make a wonderful team and are very enthusiastic about 
what the Lord is doing in La Mariposa. There is no other 
church in that area of town giving true and faithful 
witness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
Pastor Guzman and his family are very dedicated 
people. They do not have a vehicle. So they take three 
bus rides and a 40 minute walk to get to church. This 
takes them three hours, and they do it three times a 
week, back and forth!  
 

The picture above shows the “auditorium” they meet in. So as you can see, they need a church building. That is a good prayer 
request in favor of this new church in the city of Caracas. 
 
25 NEW BELIEVERS BAPTIZED – In spite of all difficulties, souls 
keep coming to Christ through the soul-winning effort of our people 
and the preaching of God’s Word in our church services. 
 
We invite you to rejoice with us for these 25 new believers recently 
baptized. Please pray for them, as they are being discipled while 
facing the struggles all newborn in Christ go through in a sinful and 
decadent society. 
 
VBC CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATION CEREMONY 
 On July 9th, Venezuela Baptist College held its Class of 2021 
Graduation Ceremony with 15 graduates. Of the men, three are 
already pastoring churches, one is an assistant pastor, and two hold 
positions in our church as Youth Ministry Director and Missions and 

Evangelism Ministry Director. Of the ladies, one is an 
assistant pastor’s wife, three are part of the office staff of our 
ministry Online Baptist Seminary (Seminario Bautista en 



 4 

Linea – SEBEL), and four are teachers serving in four other churches. This means that 100% of our 2021 graduates are involved 
in ministry. We praise the Lord for that, and ask you to pray for the new semester just about to start in a couple of weeks. 
 
A BAKERY TO SUPPLY BREAD TO OUR CHILDREN CHURCHES AND BIBLE COLLEGE 

Most of the equipment and utensils needed to set up a 
bakery to supply our Children churches and Bible college 
with baked products, was donated to our ministry and will 
soon be put into service. We have two very experienced 
bakers in our church, and they have agreed to work for us.  
 
Having a bakery has been a longing of my heart for many 
years. And with it, we are thinking of helping some of our 
unemployed church 

members get income for their families selling baked products in their neighborhoods. In turn, 
this would help us pay a salary to our bakery workers. No matter how we see it, there are 
many blessings behind this gift. We thank the Lord for it, and for all churches and individuals 
He has used to make it possible. 
 
PASTOR ROJAS SURVIVES COVID, BUT LOOSES LEFT FOOT 
Pastor Miguel Rojas (picture right), one of our church planters, miraculously survived his bout 
with COVID, but sadly lost his left foot due to a thrombosis. He is back to the pulpit, but is 
currently confined to a wheelchair. A prothesis would allow pastor Rojas to walk again and 
recover the liberty most of us enjoy standing on our two feet. Would you please pray the Lord 
to supply this need for pastor Rojas? 
 

A CHURCH PLANTER DOING AN OUTSTANDING JOB 
I mentioned pastor Jackson Guzman in a previous update. But he is doing so much for the Lord 
with so limited resources, that I could not help talking about him again. Pastor Guzman lives and 
works in one of the most dangerous slums in our country, “The 70th.” And he has come up with a 
very good idea to reach out to young people in his community with the message of the gospel. 
 
In “The 70th” many of the children and teens are school dropouts, that take to the streets to find 
companionship, entertainment and a way to make some money. Gangs take advantage of this and 
recruit many of them to turn them into criminals. Pastor Jackson is in a very difficult position, 
because he is trying to win them to the Lord and take them away from the gangs.  

 
So he came up with a unique idea. He started a Sports 
Training School, where he, his wife and other collaborators 
train kids, and even have them take part in intercommunity 
competitions. But no training session begins without 
previously having a message of the word of God. 
  
Well, pastor Jackson has been very successful reaching out to 
young people of all ages, and teens in particular. Many of them 
and their parents have come to know the Lord. And as a result, 
the Sports Training School is now training adults too! The 
influence pastor Jackson is having in his community is 
extraordinary, and a healthy church is taking form in the 
unlikeliest of places in Caracas. 

 
A SPECIAL REQUEST FOR OUR CHURCH PLANTERS 

 
¿Do you have an intelligent cellular phone not in use lying somewhere in your home or office? Having 
an intelligent cellular phone has become a luxury in our country. They are very expensive for the common 
Venezuelan, and many of our church planters and staff cannot afford them. An intelligent cell phone is an 
essential tool for people in fulltime ministry. 
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¿Do you have a used laptop computer in good working condition you do not use? Some of our late 
generation of preachers do not own a computer. They cannot afford one. This is an essential tool to dynamize 
a preacher’s work flow.   
 

If you are willing to donate a used cell phone or laptop computer to a Venezuelan church planter, you can send it to one 
of our daughter’s address in the US, having previously made the arrangements to unlock it, and we will take care of the rest. Her 
address is: 
 

REBECA CARNICLE 
1701 E Lingard St 
Lancaster CA 93535 

 
Final Words 
Thank you very much for caring for the Venezuelan people. Thank you very much for your prayers and financial 
support. 
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen.” 
 

Víctor and Morella Páez 
 
 
Support Address:  
 
In the United States: 

MACEDONIA WORLD BAPTIST MISSIONS INC. 
P.O. Box 519 

Braselton, GA 30517 
Tel: (706) 6542818 

 

     Donate Online: www.mwbm.org (Online Giving) 
 

In Canada: 
MACEDONIA WORLD BAPTIST MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL OF 

CANADA 
407 Rue St-Alexis Ouest, 

Trois-Rivières, QC G8W 2E2 
Tel: (819) 3753655 

 
 
 
 
 

E-mail: vpaezg1@mac.com 
Church Office Tel. +58 (212) 4723509 
Cel. Tel.   +58 (414) 2596709 (Messages, FaceTime, Whatsapp) 
Skype Number in the US: +1 (661) 5247355 
Skype Name: pastorvp 
Telegram: @vpaezg 
 
Office Address in Venezuela: 
2da. Transv. Avenida Rotaria, con Calle Ciega. 
Quinta Bautista, Urb. La Paz, Caracas 1020, DC 
VENEZUELA

 
 
 


