
Dear praying friends and family, 
 

Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour (Luke 1:46-47).  These verses are extra 
special to me in a year of uncertainties, loss, and challenges, as they 
remind me that the Lord can still be magnified!  He is faithful, and 
his promises are true. 
 
 

January was one of the hardest times we have had as a church family.  A young member of our 
church, (and friend to our daughter, Hannah) Ashley, was ushered into the arms of her Saviour 
after a fatal car accident.  My heart can now rejoice at the precious opportunity to lead Ashley 
to the Lord and teach her.  I had no idea how short our time with her would be.   Her parents 
are going through the healing process of grief, as they meet with Les for Bible studies, but the 
one year anniversary of the accident is approaching.  Please pray for her little sister, mom, and 
dad.  During January, my dad also began his cancer treatment in America. 
 
By the end of February, the winds of change were coming with the news of Covid and Les' step-
mum, Nora, hearing that she had stage four lung cancer that had spread everywhere.  As we 
went through this difficult season, God took care of us all.  Home help was provided twice daily, 
and we also helped wherever needed.  It was a great comfort for us to see Nora preparing 
herself to be with her Lord.   
 
In March, life pretty much shut down everywhere with stage 5 lockdown.  As you all 
experienced, our churches, shops, restaurants, etc. all shut down.  Yet, many blessings came 
from it all.  Josiah was able to finish his Irish high school education from home.  It was 
wonderful to spend much time with him again, and he was able to help us immensely with the 
new challenges of online church services, Bible studies, Sunday school, and youth meetings.  He 
was also there to help me more with our children, so that I could be more available to help with 
Grandma.  Les toggled between helping his parents and facing the challenges of setting up a 
new way of ministering.  In all of these pressures, my husband was amazing.  He truly depended 
deeply upon the Lord. 

 
April and May flew in!  We were so blessed with the beautiful weather, and 
our family took many outdoor walks.  We needed those moments of 
refreshment.  It was such an amazing thing to see so many families 
out walking together.  We know those who took advantage of those 
moments built a better foundation for their families.  The season also gave 
several opportunities for us to talk about the Lord with unsaved friends or 
people we would meet. 
 



In May, Josiah found out he would not have to take the Irish State 
exams.  This was breaking news and unheard of in the Irish education 
system.  Josiah would be receiving grades based on continuous 
assessment, and that was good enough for him.  He had already 
prayed and knew the Lord wanted him to go to America to 
study.  With school finishing, Josiah began looking for work.  People 
everywhere told him these were difficult times, and many were losing 
jobs....but God!!  After many hours of applying and turning in his 

resume, a position arose as Covid staff at a builders’ provider.  Josiah turned in his resume and 
was called back that same week for an interview.  The Lord really did furnish a table in the 

wilderness.  Through the job and other means, and through the special Covid 
discounts, Josiah had enough to pay for his first college year!  There were no 
big changes in schooling for our other three children, Josh, Hannah, and John, 
except maybe they experienced less socialization after school.   We celebrated 
the end of the school year by meeting friends at a park, as we had a picnic and 
an amazing day out together.   

This was also a trying time, as Les was refused a travel visa to the States for the third time in six 
months!  The consular officer thought he was going to the USA to work, and even though he 
tried to explain his missionary work, the three different consular officers at the American 
Embassy rejected his application.  This has been a huge challenge which is still unresolved. 

Please pray, as we have had to get a lawyer on to the case 
 
In June, Nora passed away.  While it was not easy, we were thankful for 
the time God allowed us to have with her, and that she is no longer in 
pain.  The funeral was small, again due to Covid restrictions, but it was 
fitting.   
 

Many restrictions were relaxed in July and August.  Our family needed a time 
away together before Josiah left, and we had an amazing time at an Air B&B in 
Kerry! It was just what we needed!  Josiah and I flew to Florida in August to 
get him settled into college.  It was a whirlwind event but a good time.  The 
Lord was so good to allow me to help Josiah, and after a week, I flew home to 
the rest of the family.   Les even dared to start the kids on time with their 
homeschool.  I usually do that, and the preparation work during the summer, 
but this year was just very different!   Different counties went into further 

lockdowns, and this affected our church family.  We only just started gathering again when the 
national lockdowns again began.   



 
October began another lockdown, but just beforehand, our family 
grew!  We got a puppy!!  Poppy is a cockapoo who has boundless 
energy in the day, but she settles down and loves to snuggle at 
night.  She was another blessing from the Lord to our family.  It made 

the lockdown so much lighter for the children…  Me too!!🐶❤�  
This time, we broadcasted for services from the church building, so in a 
sense we were able to "go to church" but we missed everyone!  A small 
number of people sat in the church building for "private prayer." The 
lockdown did not prohibit Les from travelling to some homes for Bible 

studies, as he helped parishioners cope with the difficult times. 
 
In November, many wonderful blessings occurred.  Our church family was allowed to meet 
again.  Also, my dad received good news that his cancer continues to steadily shrink.  We pray 
for him continually as the treatment is still difficult.  We had a small Thanksgiving celebration as 

we gave thanks for all the Lord has done for us and his people.   
Les' dad did have a scare when he severed a vein in his leg, which 
landed him in hospital for four weeks.  Thank the LORD that the doctors 
caught it in time, and they also dealt with clotting issues.  He was 
released about 10 days before Christmas.   
December is quickly closing in on us, but still, we MAGNIFY the 
Lord.  We have much to rejoice in.  We look at these times, not as 
overwhelming, but as reminders that time is short and we want to be 
faithful.  Only in this life will we have opportunities to live by faith and 
point others to the Saviour of the world.  May the LORD find us faithful!  
 
 
Thank you again for all your prayers and encouragement throughout the 

year.  It makes such a difference. 
 
In Christ's Love, 
Jenny, Les and family 
 


