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October 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Earlier this year, I remember telling a friend that Covid would surely blow over within a few 
months, and things would return to normal soon. Was I ever wrong! Like so many of you, our 
lives have changed in ways we never could have imagined.  
 
Though we made every effort to start a church pre-Covid, we were unable to do so. Following a 
two-month strict lockdown and heavy restrictions following the lockdown, we were hopeful 
that conditions would improve to the point where it would be realistic to begin a work in 
Martinique. Now, at the beginning of October, nearly seven months into Covid in Martinique 
and France, cases have spiked to all-time highs. Given the decline of the situation particularly in 
Martinique, we cannot see any possible way forward in church planting until 2021, and quite 
possibly, not until late spring or summer.  
 
This reality has left us with many questions which can be summarized into two. The first is how 
has the last six months of restrictions and a lack of community affected our family health? And 
further, where will the next six months take us? Please understand that this relates to a lack of 
community and not any marriage or family issues. We have chosen to trust in God and focus on 
His faithfulness to us through the hard times. But we also have to consider what is healthy for 
our family and for our children. We have been isolated for a long time, and this has been a 
significant challenge for all of us. Continuing in this fashion would be very unhealthy for us. 
 
The second question relates to ministry. We arrived in Martinique the end of August 2019. If we 
are unable to proceed with church planting until late spring of 2021 at the earliest, we will be 
approaching the two-year mark in Martinique without having accomplished what we set out to 
do. Though we have received so much grace and understanding during this period, we have 
continually asked ourselves if it is ethical to continue receiving funds while not fulfilling our 
purpose in being here. We do not believe it would be ethical to continue to accept support for 
such a period without moving forward in ministry. Additionally, as a pastor, I am passionate 
about reaching, teaching, and sending others. I have struggled with being idle, and another 
eight months without meaningful ministry would be very difficult. 
 
To summarize, the effects of a lack of community on our family, and our inability to move 
forward towards our ministry goals in a reasonable period of time has left our future in 
missions in doubt. 
 



When Mattie and I began serving in missions in 2008, we never imagined that this day would 
come. But now, twelve years later, we see no other alternative but to resign our missionary 
appointment and to return to the States. In order to tie up some loose ends and complete our 
transition back to the States, this resignation will be effective November 1, 2020. 
 
I have begun the process of seeking a church to pastor, and we would be grateful for your 
prayers during this transition. Some churches and individuals have asked how they could 
continue to financially support us until we are able to find a ministry. If you feel led to do so, 
please understand that we would be very grateful. This would help cover our relocation 
expenses to the States. You may continue to send donations to BIMI for three months (through 
January 2021). 
 
How do we say thank you to so many of you who have prayed and given sacrificially over the 
past twelve years to see the Gospel proclaimed? We have no words to adequately express our 
gratitude. But to the best of our ability, we say thank you. The Gospel of Christ has been 
proclaimed. A church has been established in Togo that continues to flourish. Countless people 
have turned from darkness to light. Young men have been trained for the ministry and continue 
to serve in the small corners of Togo doing great things for God! If we have come to understand 
anything over the past twelve years, it’s that these victories don’t belong to us. They belong to 
the Most High God who alone is worthy of all glory and honor. Though Covid has brought many 
tough days, God’s purpose will be accomplished. Today isn’t the end; it’s just the beginning of a 
new chapter. To God be the glory! 
 
By His Grace, 
Jeremy and Mattie Benbrooks 
 


