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”To give light to them 
that sit in darkness and 

in the shadow of 
death…”  

 Luke 1:79   

Prayer Requests:  
 
 People to be saved 

 More labourers 

 Safety/Health of our family 

 SRBI students 

 Hope Baptist Church—to be                      

strengthened and to grow 

 Building for Hope Baptist 

Church 

Dear Pastor and Praying Friends, 
 

 Lamentations 3:22-23 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  

 

     Greetings from South Africa! We pray this update finds each of you well and enjoying the 
wonderful mercies, compassion, and faithfulness of our Saviour. This portion of scripture has 
refreshed and encouraged many a weary Christian through the ages. The promise of the Lord’s 
mercies being new every morning will allow us to set aside the cares and troubles of the day and 
rest in Him, knowing that in the morning, His mercies are again available for the day ahead. God 
has truly been so good to us and we are encouraged to see all that He continues to do each and 
every day in our personal lives and ministry.  
 

     Over the past few months we have experienced some of the most trying situations in our time 
here in South Africa. As many of you may have read in our e-mail updates in July, South Africa 
experienced some of the worst rioting and unrest in decades. What began as a political protest soon 
erupted into violent, destructive looting of businesses, shopping malls and market places. Many 
people lost their lives, as well as numerous people loosing their livelihoods as their businesses and 
sources of income were destroyed. We are so thankful for God’s safety and protection during those 
days of unrest.  
    

    In mid-July the Covid restrictions began to be lifted and we were 
allowed to once again meet as a group for church services.  However, 
due to new vandalism on the tent we had made the decision to take it 
down. So we restarted with open air meetings. Attendance was low at 
first as many were hesitant to meet in the open, but God has blessed 
and we have seen the number of people at services increasing. We 
have had some trying circumstances to over come, such as cold, 
windy weather and then high temperatures with full sun and no 
shade...but as a church we  know God is going to do great things and 
so we continue to trust Him. 
 

     We have also had some difficulty with the property purchased for 
the church. During the days of the social unrest and rioting we went to 
measure out the property and prepare for fencing it, but we were 
approached by a group of people from the community that were very 
angry and verbally threatening as they expressed their frustration with 
a new church coming to the area. Time and space will not allow me to 
detail all that has transpired over the last months, but we rejoice to say 
that God has worked to change peoples hearts and after several 
meetings with the community leaders we were able to work out most 
of the confusion and misunderstandings. This past week we were able 
to have the land cleared and will be able to get the property fenced 
soon. We are planning to set up the tent and begin services at the new 
property beginning in November. Even though there has been many 
difficulties and uncertainty, we are still seeing people come to Christ 
and growing in their spiritual lives. We are excited to see all that God 
is going to do in the days ahead. 
   

     With the purchase of the land complete, the next step will be a building. We have an architect 
working on plans and we are praying that God would provide the funds to build a multi-purpose 
building with classroom space and toilet facilities. We would also like to be able to build a simple 
sports field and some playground and recreational equipment that we can use as a means to reach 
the community. There are no facilities or recreational opportunities in the area, and providing a safe 
place for youth and children to play would greatly enable us to be a witness and share the gospel 
with them. We ask you to pray about these projects as we endeavor to reach the lost for Christ. If 
you would like to give financially to support the building or sports/play areas, please send the funds 
to our home church designating them for Hope Baptist Church SA building or sports equipment.  
 

    As a family we thank you for your continued love, prayers and support. Thank you to all who 
send emails, letters and cards of encouragement, truly we are blessed to partner with you in 
reaching South Africa with the Gospel.  
 
Gratefully Serving the Saviour, 
         The Johnson Family 


