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We are definitely living in unusual times. The 
COVID-19 global pandemic has definitely 
changed our world.  It has changed the way 
businesses are run, the way we travel, and even 
the way we minister to people.  Furthermore, it 
has caused a pandemic of fear in our world.  
Everywhere we turn people are afraid.  They are 
afraid that they or some of their loved ones will 
get the virus.  Over 57, 000 cases have been 
reported here in the Philippines, and the numbers 
are rising daily.  People are afraid for their futures 
as major economies in the world have been 
greatly impacted.  To date here in the Philippines, 
17 million people have lost their jobs since the 
beginning of the year.  I believe more challenging 
days are still ahead of us, but I am reminded 
once again that nothing (not even a global 
pandemic) has ever taken God by surprise.  He is 
still in control of everything, so we can rest in the 
fact that “…all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose."  (Romans 8:28) 

As with the rest of the world, this pandemic has 
impacted our ministries and outreaches even in 
this remote place of Sagada.  During the first two 
months of lockdown, our town went into what 
has been termed as an “enhanced community 
quarantine”.  Many guidelines were put into 
place and enforced by law in order to attempt 
to limit the spread of the virus.  This included 
the ban of social gatherings of any type and 
all religious assemblies.  We were not 
allowed to do home visits or have any other 
type of outreach in our community.  Our 
summer months were supposed to be 

busy with Vacation Bible Schools in a few 
locations, family camp, and many other special 
outreaches, but sadly all of these had to be 
cancelled.

 

We quickly had to think of other ways to reach 
out to our people and community.  I was in 
constant contact with our folks via text messages 
and phone calls.  I wanted to make sure that I 
stayed connected with them in some way even 
when we could not fellowship physically.  Live-
streaming or broadcasting recorded services via 
the internet are not an option here as most of our 
folks do not have internet nor a device on which 
they can access the internet.  We began to 
broadcast the Sunday messages and children’s 
program via our radio ministry Truth for Today, 
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Hope for Tomorrow program.  This was working 
great but as we headed into the typhoon season, 
the radio tower was struck by lightning.  For 
several weeks we have not been able to air our 
program.  The parts and technicians needed to 
repair the damage had to come from other parts 
of the Philippines.  Since travel restrictions have 
been imposed in the entire country, we have had 
to wait until more relaxed guidelines were 
recently implemented.  I just received word that 
the radio station is now operational, so we can 
begin broadcasting again.


As the weeks passed, the guidelines here in 
Sagada slowly became a bit more relaxed.  We 
were able to start to have home Bible studies 
with many of our church folks.  With our church 
members, we have been using this opportunity 
for a discipleship program.  We are currently 
using “Continue” by Dr. Paul Chappell.  This has 
proven to be a good program for our people.  It is 
exciting to see each one of them grow spiritually 
learning more deeply these basic truths in the 
Bible.  The home Bible studies have also opened 
doors of opportunity to reach out to those who 
normally do not regularly attend our church.  As 
we do these home Bible studies, they gather all 
of their family members to sit and listen as well, 
giving us the opportunity to present the gospel.  
Please pray that the Lord will bless these home 
Bible studies and for wisdom for us as we plan to 
have more.


Today, the guidelines are yet a little more relaxed.  
While travel to other provinces is heavily 
restricted and we even have to have special 

permission to travel to other cities within our own 
province, we are now allowed to hold services.

Under the new guidelines, religious assemblies 
are now allowed at 50 percent capacity.  In order 
to achieve this we had to forego our Sunday 
school program.  If all the children were to attend 
the Sunday school program we will definitely 
breach the mandate of no more than 50 percent.  
(On the surface this did not look hard to enforce 
as children are technically not allowed to go out.)  
We are also required to practice health standards 
imposed by the local government.  In spite of all 
of these challenges, we were very excited to start 
assembling again and so were our folks.  


On the first Sunday of reopening, our core 
members attended as well as some children from 
the community.  It was great to be together again 
for fellowship.  It was not hard to see that our 
folks have been hungry for fellowship and the 
preaching of God’s Word.  In spite of attempts to 
keep a “low profile” so as to keep the numbers 
down, each week our numbers are growing, 
including the number of new children.  Add those 
who used to come regularly whom we have not 
told yet that we are meeting again to the new 
attenders showing up each week and it’s not hard 
to see, we really need a bigger meeting space.


During the enhanced community quarantine time 
our family faced another challenge in our own 
personal lives.  Due to lack of imposition of 
building standards, people build houses where 
they like and how they like as long as it’s on their 
own property. On the surface, this might seem 
acceptable, but there is not much regard for 
making sure of the integrity of buildings or of the 

mountain they may choose to build it on.  
The house that we have rented as our 
home for two years is no longer safe to live 
in.  We were finally forced to evacuate one 
evening about 2.5 months ago.  Our family 
has moved back to the first house we 
lived in when we moved here to Sagada.  
Once again, church and home are in the 
same small house but our family and our 
church have grown since the time we 
first moved away.  This complicates 
even more being able to comply to the 
guidelines of social distancing, etc.  As 
we have sought God’s face regarding 
His will for the solution to this problem 
we have considered both options—
trying to find a new place to live OR 
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trying to find a new place for the church to meet.  
Both are a challenge as many still do not want us 
in this community, but God has been at work, 
and we have seen an answer to this prayer that 
will work until we can find something more 
permanent.  


This past March, as many of you know, was 
supposed to be the celebration of our church’s 
third anniversary.  The Lord had allowed us to 
discover a brand new meeting facility, Ina’s 
Sagada Homestay, owned by a sister of one of 
the ladies who was recently saved in our ministry.  
We were excited about holding our special events 
in this place as it would be the first time we had a 
nice facility and kind people helping us.  Little did 
we know that God was actually arranging 
something besides.  just a weekend event.  


Tourism had become the major industry of 
Sagada.  Farmland that has passed through 
families for generations has been left to 
deteriorate.  Inns and home-stays have been 
“popping up” all over the place.  People here 
were counting on the “big money” that was to 
come in the future.  Now huge buildings are 
standing unfinished.  Brand new finished 
buildings are sitting empty.  Last March, we were 
supposed to be the first to use the new hall 

at Ina’s Sagada Homestay.  Our great God had 
greater plans than a weekend event. Beginning 
July 26th, we will still be the first, and for now the 
only, people to use the hall as we will begin 
meeting there each week for church.  Included in 
our rental agreement we will have access to the 
meeting hall, washrooms, two rooms for resting, 
two rooms for children’s Sunday school and use 
of the common kitchen on the property.  We are 
also welcome to use the grounds outside for 
activities including a small parking area and a fire 
pit.  The biggest blessing is that Ina’s is owned by 
a family who has in the last year begun to do 
many tangible things to help us and our church to 
be able to stay here in Sagada.  This is something 
we have prayed for even before we came here, 
because in Sagada, if we are not accepted by at 
least some of the locals, it is very possible we 
would be kicked out of the town.  How we thank 
God for these many answers to prayer.  As we 
begin using this facility, please pray that God will 
use us to reach more people with the gospel.  
Also, please pray for the logistics of getting folks 
to our new meeting place.  It is not walking 

distance from town as our current meeting place 
is.


One of our biggest prayer requests is for the 
travel restrictions to be lifted.  We need to renew 
our Philippine passports as well as deal with 
Sandra’s immigration.  Our family also has to 
travel to the main cities in the lowlands for 
medical appointments, and to pick up supplies 
not available to us here in Sagada.  Since the 
lockdown began, we are unable to go down.  
Matthias is months overdue for his annual 2D 
Echocardiogram which will determine what 
further testing he will undergo.  The other children 
also need to see doctors and specialists for 
various concerns.  Mountain Province simply 
does not have the medical facilities available.  As 
soon as the travel restrictions are lifted, we will 
take some time to tend to each of these matters.


Thank you once again for your faithfulness.  I 
know that you all have been affected by the 
pandemic.  Thank you for your faithfulness in 
supporting our family financially and prayerfully.  



